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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church                                                                                  
Mission Statement: “Leading by Christ’s teaching and example of 

loving, caring, sharing, and joyfully connecting to all others as God 
loved us.”   

Vision:  “We rejoice in making Christ known through reaching out by faith 
and proclaiming the good news of God.” 

 

WELCOME! WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE YOU WORSHIP WITH US TODAY! 
Welcome to Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church. We pray that you will find our worshipping community to 
be welcoming and a place where you will hear and feel God’s grace. If you are new to our church, please stop 
by the Welcome Table in the entry area where you can get additional information. We trust God’s Spirit has 
led you here and that God will speak to you today.  

 
NEW MEMBERS 

If you would like to inquire about membership here at SOTH,  
please notify the church office for more information. 

 

Hearing Amplification Devices Available 
Please see an usher if you would like to use a device to assist in hearing. 

 

In Need of a Bible? A member of our church has graciously donated a supply of Bibles to 
be given to anyone in need of one. Pick one up from the Welcome Center Table  

in back of the church. 
 

An asterisk (*)  throughout the bulletin indicates that members of the congregation stand if you are able.   
 

Restrooms are located in both the Education and Administrative wings. 
A Baby Changing Station is located in the Restroom in the Education wing. 

 

Holy Communion 

All Baptized Christians are welcome at our Lord’s Table.  Please come forward and extend 
an open hand, palm up, if you wish to receive the bread and wine.  
 
If you are not baptized or are waiting for your first communion, please come forward for a 
blessing. You may cross your arms across your chest or fold your hands together to indicate 
you wish to receive a blessing. 
 
If you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and the 
pastor will come to you at your seat.  Grape juice (instead of wine) and gluten free wafers 
(non-wheat) are available by request when you come forward to receive communion. 
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Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! 
Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. 
Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us 
as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship 
each Lord’s day. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
All commemorations are taken from the Lutheran Calendar of Saints. 
The ELCA makes this information available to us through Sundays 
and Seasons, our worship planner. 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109 
Tuesday, April 21, 2026 
This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the 
Middle Ages. He is remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of 
God, and for the theory that the Son of God became human in order to 
make the necessary payment for our sin. 
 
El Día de la Creación (Day of the Creation) (LLC) 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 
This observance invites us to notice and give God thanks for the wonders of 
the created universe. As stewards of that creation, we are also challenged 
to be careful in our use of it. 
 
Mark, Evangelist 
Saturday, April 25, 2026 
He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a 
member of the early church community. The gospel that bears his name is 
the shortest and most direct, and many scholars think it was the first to be 
written. 

April 19, 2026 
3rd Sunday after Easter 



 
 
    
 

4 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME 
 
GATHERING 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.  Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed 
are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Loving God, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving 
you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN 
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”                                    ELW 461 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*GREETING 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion   

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise 
“Glory to God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray, 
C: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the 

breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see 
him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 
L: A reading from Acts. 
 
    Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 

crowd: “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 
 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to 
them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all 
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And 
he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed 

WORD 
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his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:  116:1-4, 12-19  (read responsively by verses) 
 
    I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 

for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon 
me; I came to grief and sorrow. 
Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, 
save my life.”  
How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 
 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 
Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants. 
O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your 
handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the 
name of the Lord. 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  

 
SECOND READING:  1 Peter 1:17-23 
 
L: A reading from First Peter. 
 
     If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each 

person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. You know that 
you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your 
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 
He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at 
the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust 
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
trust and hope are in God. 
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     Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so 
that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from 
the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  The 
word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Music on screen) 
 
*GOSPEL READING:  Luke 24:13-35 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P:   Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their 
eyes were kept from recognizing him. 

 
      And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while 

you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, and when they did not find his body there they came back 
and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that 
he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he 
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures. 
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      As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from 
their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE:                                 Rev. Dr. Joann Heaney-Hunter 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY     
“As We Gather at Your Table”                                      ELW 522 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
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            *THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

             “O Lord, Hear my Prayer” 

O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer: 
when I call answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
come and listen to me. 

 
 (Response after each petition:) 
 
P:  Merciful God, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
   
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. 
 
P: Let us share Christ’s peace with each other. 
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OFFERING/OFFERTORY                                    
 “This Day Was Made by the Lord”                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                   
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give 
you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and 
blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the 
world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
*DIALOGUE 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our   
    thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Music on screen) 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
     …as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 
     Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
     …Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
     …burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
     …now and forever. Amen. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven…….. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the Risen Lord. 
 
 
“Lamb of God” (Music on screen) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
All Baptized Christians are welcome at our Lord’s Table.  Please come forward and extend an open 
hand, palm up, if you wish to receive the bread and wine.  Grape juice and gluten free bread is 
offered on the Pastor’s left. 
 
If you are not baptized or are waiting for your first communion, please come forward for a blessing.  
You may cross your arms across your chest or fold your hands together to indicate you wish to 
receive a blessing. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
“Glory And Praise to Our God”                                     
“Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”                      ACS 966 
“What Feast of Love”                                                           ELW 487 
“Beautiful Savior”                                                                ELW 838 
 
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                          “Awesome God” 
 

Our God is an awesome God, 
He reigns from heaven above  
with wisdom, pow’r, and love— 
our God is an awesome God!  (repeat) 

 

Our God is an awesome God! 
Our God is an awesome God! 

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

A: Let us pray: Life-giving God, through this meal you have made your 
home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak 
peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing 
to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
 
 
 
WELCOME OF VISITORS 
 

COMMUNITY SHARING 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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*BLESSING 
 

   God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the   
   firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
    ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN   
“We All Are One in Mission”                                                  ELW 576                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. Praise be to God. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!     
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*Communion Hymns 
“Glory And Praise to Our God” 
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“Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”                     ACS 966 
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“What Feast of Love”                                                           ELW 487 
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“Beautiful Savior”                                                                ELW 838 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
    
 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
    
 

21 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 

Benjamin Andreachi, grandson of Darlene Andreachi 
Darlene Andreachi 
John Andreachi, son of Darlene Andreachi 
Darrell Aulds, father of Pastor Karin Albaugh 
William Blaisdell, brother of Tina Blaisdell 
Gloria Bork, sister of Linda Cummings 
Kelly Carpenter 
Robin Carroll, daughter of Darlene Andreachi 
Esther Catino, friend of Wayne Oberg 
Carol Cenyar, sister-in-law to Bob McKee 
Family of Wayne Cheslak, son of Eleanor Cheslak 
Kelli Colarusso, friend of Diane Bursey 
David Cordell, nephew of Bob & Kay Holzer 
Sandy Criner 
Gwen Doyle, daughter of Dorothy Derrick 
Ethelmae Eck, friend of Marion Dielman 
Kimberly and Jayson Eddins, daughter & son-in-law of Linda Cummings 
Virginia Hart, friend of Diane Bursey 
Charlotte High 
Chetinna Hodges 
Kevin Jacobs 
Janice Johnson, Sister-in-law of Jim & Marie Johnson 
Ken Koenig 
Marilyn Koenig 
Dee, Don & Emily Lampen, friends of Gooding family 
Yvette Lewis, sister-in-law of Lafayette Hendricks 
Family of Mindy Longenbach 
Arlene McKee, wife of Bob McKee 
Mike Meier 
Caity Mitchell, cousin of Joe Foryan  
Agnes Mulick, mother of Paula Boeger 
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Tucker & Trenton O’Neill 
Anita Olson 
Calvin Prentice, Lafayette Hendricks 
Dietmar & Sigrid Resch, Marion Dielman’s cousin and his wife 
Cynthia Schindele, daughter of Marion Dielman 
Karen Schumacher 
Jennifer Shelton, daughter of Darlene Andreachi 
Dee Shields 
Jay Shipbaugh, grandson of Marge Zuehlke 
Bob Smith, son of Carol Barbaccia 
John Smith, son of Carol Barbaccia 
Don Smith, father-in-law of Dorothy Winterstein’s daughter 
Bill Tucker, son-in-law of Bob & Kay Holzer 
Harlan Wick, brother of Dennis Wick 
Frank Wrobel, cousin of Marion Dielman 
Elizabeth, sister of Chris Russell 
Kevin, friend of Joe Foryan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Reid, US Marines, Darlene Andreachi's nephew's son 
Capt. USAF Griffith Hiss, Thomas and Cheryl Stutesman’s son-in-law 
Capt. USAF Kat Hiss, Thomas and Cheryl Stutesman’s daughter 
Capt. Neils Seim USAF, grandson of Rocky & Maria Lafaro 
Lt. Justin Seim US Army, grandson of Rocky & Maria Lafaro 
SGT USAF Andrew Stutesman, Thomas and Cheryl Stutesman’s son 
LTC Andrew West, USAF, son of Kristi & Terry West 

 

   

THOSE SERVING IN OUR MILITARY 
 


