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 Website: www.shephillsclermont.org   

mailto:churchoffice@shephillsclermont.com
http://www.shephillsclermont.org/


 
 
    
 

2 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church                                                                                  
Mission Statement: “Leading by Christ’s teaching and example of loving, caring, sharing, and 

joyfully connecting to all others as God loved us.”   
Vision:  “We rejoice in making Christ known through reaching out by faith and proclaiming the 

good news of God.” 
 

WELCOME! WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE YOU WORSHIP WITH US TODAY! 
Welcome to Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church. We pray that you will find our worshipping community to 
be welcoming and a place where you will hear and feel God’s grace. If you are new to our church, please stop 
by the Welcome Table in the entry area where you can get additional information. We trust God’s Spirit has 
led you here and that God will speak to you today.  

NEW MEMBERS 
If you would like to inquire about membership here at SOTH,  

please notify the church office for more information. 
 

Hearing Amplification Devices Available 
Please see an usher if you would like to use a device to assist in hearing. 

 

In Need of a Bible? A member of our church has graciously donated a supply of Bibles to 
be given to anyone in need of one. Pick one up from the Welcome Center Table  

in the back of the church. 
 

Restrooms are located in both the Education and Administrative wings. 
A Baby Changing Station is located in the Restroom in the Education wing. 

 

Holy Communion 

All Baptized Christians are welcome at our Lord’s Table.  Please come forward and extend 
an open hand, palm up, if you wish to receive the bread and wine.  
 
If you are not baptized or are waiting for your first communion, please come forward for a 
blessing. You may cross your arms across your chest or fold your hands together to indicate 
you wish to receive a blessing. 
 
If you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and the 
pastor will come to you at your seat. 
 
Communion wafers & wine are offered.  
 
 
Grape juice (instead of wine) and gluten free wafers (non-wheat) are available by request 
when you come forward to receive communion.  

 
Reference to hymnals are as follows: LBW:  Lutheran Book of Worship hymnal (green); WOV:  With One Voice 
(blue); ELW:  Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal 
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“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we 
gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free 
from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with 
the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

 
GATHERING 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the 
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy 
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through 
the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your 
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

April 20, 2025 
Easter Sunday 
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*GATHERING HYMN  
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                   LBW 151 v1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*GREETING  
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
     of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
“Glory to God”  

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray.  O God,  
C:  you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our  

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us 
from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we 
may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 10:34-43 
 
A reading from Acts. 

L: 34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God  
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and 
practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord 
of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

WORD 
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Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.”  L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (read responsively by verses)  
 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2 Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14 The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the   
       righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
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SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
L: 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most  

to be pitied.  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who have died. 21 For since death came through a human, 
the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human, 22 for as all 
die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23 But each in its own 
order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and 
power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  L: The word of the 
Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
*THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL READING:  Luke 24:1-12 
 
L: 1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] went to the  
     tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone 

rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the 



 
 
    
 

8 

body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 
dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and 
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. 
6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to the hands of sinners and be crucified 
and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 
9 and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven and to all 
the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at 
what had happened.  L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE:                                   Rev. Dr. Joann Heaney-Hunter 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                     
 “Alleluia!  Jesus Is Risen”                                              ELW 377 v1-4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
P:  People of Shepherd of the Hills, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ  
     Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
P:  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C:  I renounce them. 
 
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
C: I renounce them. 



 
 
    
 

10 

 
P:  Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C: I renounce them. 
 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father?  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and    
    earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  C: I believe in Jesus  
    Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father and will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

 
P: Today, we have made public our profession of faith. Is it your intention  

to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live 
among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to 
strive for justice and peace in all the earth? C: It is, and we ask God to 
help and guide us. 

 
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy  

Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal 
life. Stir up in us the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever.   C: Amen. 
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*THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  (Verse sung before and after the prayers.) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

 
     (Response after each petition:) 
 
A: God of grace,  C: hear our prayer. 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
   
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. 
P:  We share God’s peace with one another. 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY   
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A: Let us pray: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace 
    along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life 

into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen 
body in the world. C: Amen. 

 
 
 
*DIALOGUE 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe… 
 
…we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
…Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
…burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray in the words that Jesus      
     taught us.   
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven…….. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
“Lamb of God”                                                                  

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

All Baptized Christians are welcome at our Lord’s Table.  Please come forward and extend an open 
hand, palm up, if you wish to receive the bread and wine.  Grape juice is offered on the Pastor’s left. 
 
If you are not baptized or are waiting for your first communion, please come forward for a blessing. 
You may cross your arms across your chest or fold your hands together to indicate you wish to 
receive a blessing. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
“Now the Green Blade Rises”                                        ELW 379 v1-4                                
“Taste and See”                                                             ELW 493 v1-3 
“Let Us Break Bread Together"           ELW 471 v1-3 
Reflective  Music 
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Awesome God” 
 

Our God is an awesome God, 
He reigns from heaven above  
with wisdom, pow’r, and love— 
our God is an awesome God!  (repeat) 

 

Our God is an awesome God! 
Our God is an awesome God! 

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

A: Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you  
    send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of 

life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
*SENDING OF COMMUNION 
 
    Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set 
forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick and 
homebound In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who 
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
 

 The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ 
Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and 
always.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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*SENDING HYMN          
 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                     LBW 143 v1-4 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.   
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
A:  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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*Communion Hymns 
“Now the Green Blade Rises”                      ELW 379 v1-4 
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“Taste and See”                                                         ELW 493 v1-3 
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“Let Us Break Bread Together”      ELW 471 v1-3 
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Christ is Risen!  
 

Easter lilies for today’s worship have been donated by: 
 

Dave & Diane Acheson       In Memory Of My Parents, Frank & Norma Acheson 
Dave & Diane Acheson       In Memory of Frank & Nemesia Acheson 
Dave & Diane Acheson                    In Memory of Ariel Ruvinsky 
 
Shirley & Kelly Carpenter       In Memory of Bob Carpenter 
 
Roger & Linda Christensen      In loving Memory of our parents 
 
Bob & Barb Daniels        In Memory of Bob’s mother, Helena & Barb’s mother,   
                                                        Dena 
 
Joyce Beck & John Kebel        In Memory of loved ones 
     
Marion Dielman        In Memory of brother, Arthur Wrobel 
 
Ron & Diane Dukes       In Honor of our children and grandchildren 
 
Chettina Hodges        Healing mercies for Janice Hodges Jones.  Memorial                     
                                                        offering for Irving Jones and the Hodges family. 
 
Bob & Kay Holzer                 In Honor of Children and Grandchildren 
 
Pastor Joann Heaney-Hunter      In Memory of deceased members of Heaney and Hunter     
                                                       families. 
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Bob McDonald        In Memory of Dominic Cook 
                                                       In Memory of Ann McDonald 

                       
Robert & Arlene McKee, Jr Dedicated to family & church 

 
Eric P. Marsteller       In Memory of beloved dog, Champ 
 
Peg Massaro        In Memory of husband, Fred Massaro 
 
Sue Meier         Dedicated to Peggy & Andy Poteracki 
 
June & Jim Quackenbush      In Honor of all who are struggling or need our love 
 
Theresa & Tony Riha       In Loving Memory of our son, Dylan 
 
Ruth Riley         In Memory of loved ones 
 
Dee Shields         In Loving Memory of Gary. 
 
Judy & Bill Southworth       In Loving Memory of our parents 
 
Linda & Khaym Sukharan          Esterlin Sukharan, Chandla Sukharan, Stanley and    
                                                       Anjanie Hazell & Sumena Sukharan 
 
Dennis & Renae Wick                   In Memory of our parents, John & Hazel Wick and Dale   
                                                       & Sylvia Trapp 
 

 


