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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

'ÏÄȭÓ $ÏÉÎÇ ɀ a tapestry 

 

 The Christmas season always gets me to thinking about what has been ς I re-read all the 

wonderful letters I received last year and re-read the ones I get this year.  There are those who 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

always kept up because of distance, time and the like.  One of the things they remind me of is 

that I have three Ŏƻǳǎƛƴǎ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ 

 But I also wonder why I have such wonderful memories of Christmas.  I remember snow 

up to my nose, skiing on snow, shoveling and one Christmas Eve when we walked ¾ of a mile 

home in knee high snow.  This year I was invited to Minneapolis for the Christmas season.  I 

remember the snow and the memories are wonderfulτōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǾŜ 

ǘƘŜ hǎōƻǊƴŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘh lights.  

I love the great Epiphany bonfire and I love the fact that I will rarely have to get out anything 

ƘŜŀǾƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΗ {ƻƳŜƘƻǿ L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мst tradition in our northern 

aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ όǾŜƴƛǎƻƴύ steak barbeque.  A wonderful 

memory, something to share with the grands, but not something I really need to repeat each 

year. 

 bƻǿ LΩƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŀǇŜǎǘǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

children and grands have crowded around our Christmas table ς and the air conditioner has 

been running full blast.  We have had quiet Christmases and time with wonderful services and 

good times with good friends.  We have enjoyed singing in the choir and listening to wonderful 

music by soloists and not having much responsibility for programming ς thank you Pastor Jon. 

 Bound tightly in this tapestry is the work and the Word of God.  This is the time of the 

Christ Mass.  This is the time when we remember we do all this giving and celebrating because 
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God gave us so much.  We help others enjoy the season to the fullest as we can and we enjoy 

giving.  God sent his Son and with that sending he let us know just how much we should be 

giving with the things and gifts he has given us. 

 We give year round, but we find that at this season the needs seem to be greater ς this 

year in particular as more and more people are finding it harder to keep food on the table and 

transportation available for the family ς even enough to get to work. 

 DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩt stop giving.  We are still in the Christmas Season so we still have a 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ άŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǎƻ 

ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ мн ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Řŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ Christ 

not only in Christmas but in our lives all through the year.  We practice hard at that for these 12 

Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

Christ with our love.  We know all good things come from God, but we also know that we are 

fighting the devil every day as evil tries to take over.  But God is in our tapestry of remembering 

and of living.  Give thanks. 

 TMK 

--  Week of December 30, 2007 


