Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

OK. Thisis it!

For many of us the celebration starts today. But it is tomorrow we have our evening
services. It is Tuesday we gather to sing hymns and celebrate the big day. But we start today.
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goes on until the 6" of January. We have twelve days to remember the joy of Christmas, the
wonder of God coming to us as a little child. It really takes twelve days to even begin to think of
such an incredible gift.

Too often we look at December 25" and feel that is the beginning and the end. Of
course the merchants let us know that the beginning is somewhere around the middle of
October! But, as Christians we need to remind the world that there is more to the Season than
presents and parties and the like. We need to remind the world that we take all this time for
the celebration so that we can even begin to fathom the incredible wonder of the gift of gifts.

But today the season is heavy on us. The children are out of school. Trips are planned.
Many of us are pleased to be here to enjoy the warmth of the Christmas time in Florida and
those of us who are year-round here are blessed with your presence at this time. Thanks for
coming.

Throughout the Old Testament times there were the prophesies but when the prophesy
came to be, there was disbelief. What do you mean, the messiah? That is just impossible. God
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We live in a world which really reacts the sameway. 2 S f 2 @3S / KNA&adGYl a 0SSOI dz

party and give and receive presents and we have time off and we get to bring some life into the
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In terms of commercialism, Christmas has become a world wide celebration. In a way
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So, more than likely we have already begun the celebrations and we will add to them as
the days go on. | hope there will be time in there for some quiet time and some good get
togethers. Share your Merry Christmas and no matter what the world pushes you to do and be,
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God in the manger. Know that he is born to be with us throughout our lives and into the next
life. Enjoy.
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