Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week
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because it is a time of preparation. As | look at the very bare Christmas tree sitting there, | start

to want to get to the decorations. For some people it seems like just another bother,
something else to have to finish up before the big day!

But | go through those decorations and each one means something special because it
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¢ that one will always bring up good memories. Then there are the tatted ones, and some little
angels which were crocheted. | have all the ones that were sent to us for grandma and grandpa
over the years. Actually, Hallmark has done quite well by this family!

We have our special sports ones ¢ the Green Bay Packers and the University of
Wisconsin. And to keep our ties to New England, there is the chain | made that is supposed to
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are so many good things going on, it would be easy to get caught up in all the fun and flavor

and forget the presence of God.
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coming of the Son of God in the history of the world. God with us is certainly worth
celebrating!

As Mary and Joseph prepared for the great coming, so we prepare. We are gathering each
week on Wednesdays to eat together (of course!) and reflect on the word of God for this
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season. We are filling our calendars with all kinds of parties and family gatherings and we are
looking forward to the big family gathering on Christmas Day.

As a family of God we are also not going to forget about the whole 12 days of Christmas.
We know that the song of those 12 days was, at one time, a sort of catechism for young people.
But the season is not over until Epiphany, January 6™. In this country many people see New
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Our young people remind us on that day that it is the last day of the season, but also the day
we celebrate the coming of the Kings. That is the day we will have the great tree burning
bonfire. Last year we even managed to include the county fire department!!!!

It is a good occasion for remembering that our celebrations can go on into January.
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wonderful time that can go on and on for us ¢ really through the year as we give thanks to God
for coming to us and promising to be with us even into eternal life.
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worship and holding each other up throughout the year. Merry Christmas!
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