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)ÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇȦ )ÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇȦ 

 LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 

because it is a time of preparation.  As I look at the very bare Christmas tree sitting there, I start 

to want to get to the decorations.  For some people it seems like just another bother, 

something else to have to finish up before the big day! 

 But I go through those decorations and each one means something special because it 

ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ άtŀǎǘŜǊέ 

ς that one will always bring up good memories.  Then there are the tatted ones, and some little 

angels which were crocheted.  I have all the ones that were sent to us for grandma and grandpa 

over the years.  Actually, Hallmark has done quite well by this family! 

 We have our special sports ones ς the Green Bay Packers and the University of 

Wisconsin.  And to keep our ties to New England, there is the chain I made that is supposed to 

ōŜ ŎǊŀƴōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘing at this time of year is 

ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŦŀǳȄέ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΗ 

 ²ŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

are so many good things going on, it would be easy to get caught up in all the fun and flavor 

and forget the presence of God. 

 hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

coming of the Son of God in the history of the world.  God with us is certainly worth 

celebrating! 

As Mary and Joseph prepared for the great coming, so we prepare.  We are gathering each 

week on Wednesdays to eat together (of course!) and reflect on the word of God for this 
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season.  We are filling our calendars with all kinds of parties and family gatherings and we are 

looking forward to the big family gathering on Christmas Day. 

 As a family of God we are also not going to forget about the whole 12 days of Christmas.  

We know that the song of those 12 days was, at one time, a sort of catechism for young people.  

But the season is not over until Epiphany, January 6th.  In this country many people see New 

¸ŜŀǊǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦŀǊ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴΦ  

Our young people remind us on that day that it is the last day of the season, but also the day 

we celebrate the coming of the Kings.  That is the day we will have the great tree burning 

bonfire.  Last year we even managed to include the county fire department!!!! 

 It is a good occasion for remembering that our celebrations can go on into January.  

[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎ ŀ 

wonderful time that can go on and on for us ς really through the year as we give thanks to God 

for coming to us and promising to be with us even into eternal life. 

 ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŀlso decorate our lives with the love of gathering to 

worship and holding each other up throughout the year.  Merry Christmas! 
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