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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Advent is here! 

Christmas comes! 

  

 This is the time of year that gets busy, busy, busy for us.  We are shopping.  We are 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜέ ōƛƎ ŘŀȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎtmas Carols (since Halloween, already!).  

9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ άǘƘŜέ ōƛƎ ŘŀȅΦ 

 On top of all that, what we are hearing in the news is war, war and more war.  Not just 

LǊŀǉ ōǳǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ a 

chance. 

 And yet Isaiah says swords to plowshares and war to peace.  The Church in the world 

speaks of peace, the peace that God brings into our lives.  We speak of peace in this family of 

God, and yet we know that even within families in this greater family, there is sometimes no 

peace. 

 Advent gives us time to prepare.  Now we must do some real thinking and figure out 

what we are preparing for. 

 The choir is rehearsing like crazy.  They are preparing for a cantata.  But they prepare 

each week so there can be decent music for our time of worship.  But in this Advent season 

there is extra preparation for extra music for a special season. 

 Most of us are preparing for a celebration of some sort.  Some of us will have family in 

and that takes a lot of planning.  Some of us are going to family or friends for the season ς and 

traveling takes a lot of planning ς I hope you have your reservations already if flying. 
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The problem with all this planning and preparation is that it has very little to do with 

Jesus and the celebration of his birth.  All this planning has to do with gathering and partying 

and presents and too many good things all rolled up into one day ς or possibly week. 

 We need to take time in this time of Advent to meditate and contemplate what the 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΣ but to make sure we keep our 

eyes where they should be ς on the manger, the manger filled with the love of God in human 

form.  We need to recognize that here is the peace that Isaiah wrote about.  Here is the peace 

the world needs. 

 Wars and even small baǘǘƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻǾŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜΦ  Even 

ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ άǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŜǊǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 {ƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƳōƭŜΦ  

Take some time to prepare yourself for the coming of the Prince of Peace, the one God sent to 

make us whole.  Take time to remember that whether we are right or wrong, on the right side 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

we would have that strong bond to peace in our souls. 

 No time? Make time.  Without seeking peace, we will never find it. Make fun as one of 

ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŘƻŜǎΦ  .ȅŜ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻȅ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΗ 
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