Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

Christ’s Kingdom

Today we celebrate Christ the King. We celebrate in a world which sees
very little that looks like a heavenly kingdom ¢ yet we affirm that we live in the
kingdom now as well as the fact that we will live in the kingdom in its fullness one
day.

It really is very difficult to see the kingdom of God in the world today. And
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| think the hymn writer is trying to tell us that no matter how we think of
heaven, we are in for a surprise. There is no way on earth that we can begin to
visualize what God has in store for us. Streets paved with gold are really nothing.
Actually gold gets its value from the fact that human beings put so much value on
it. Infact, it is a metal, just like iron or lead. We have only decided that it is
valuable.

So we come to the consideration of what is really valuable. What would we
like heaven to be? The basic answer is that heaven is wherever God lives. To
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God in this place or in some other place where we know the love of God present.
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in this earth is something | do believe. Too many unexplainable things happen
joyously to people, things that are, by earthly standards, impossible. There are
healings, incredible savings from disaster, many near misses on the roadways ¢
we all know of those. | suspect many of those are just the results of good, earthly
accidents and happenings, but many are also divine intervention, by angels or
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So where is that bit of heaven? It is where | see God at work. It is where |
know the presence of God. | may actually feel his presence and realize that this is
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time of meditation, remembering good times which have been.

| believe God guides us, if we want to listen. If we are left on our own, we
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that there is no earthly glory, but there is the pleasant feeling that we have
touched the world as God wants us to. Amid all the murder and mayhem of this
world, there are moment of peace and delight. Even in the middle of war, people
find time to reach out with a giving hand.
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