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Christ’s Kingdom 

 

Today we celebrate Christ the King.  We celebrate in a world which sees 

very little that looks like a heavenly kingdom ς yet we affirm that we live in the 

kingdom now as well as the fact that we will live in the kingdom in its fullness one 

day. 

It really is very difficult to see the kingdom of God in the world today.  And 

ǘƘŜ άŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜέ ƘȅƳƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘȅƳƴ άL ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ 

ȅƻǳǊ ōƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǊȅέΚ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ άƻƴŜ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΗέ 

I think the hymn writer is trying to tell us that no matter how we think of 

heaven, we are in for a surprise.  There is no way on earth that we can begin to 

visualize what God has in store for us.  Streets paved with gold are really nothing.  

Actually gold gets its value from the fact that human beings put so much value on 

it.  In fact, it is a metal, just like iron or lead.  We have only decided that it is 

valuable. 

So we come to the consideration of what is really valuable.  What would we 

like heaven to be?  The basic answer is that heaven is wherever God lives.  To 

ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ άƎƻ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

everlasting presence of God.  I believe ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ ²Ŝ ŦƛƴŘ άōƛǘǎέ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ 

God in this place or in some other place where we know the love of God present. 
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ άƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ 

ŀƴƎŜƭǎέΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜŀǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ Ǉƛƴǎ ŀǎ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 

ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΣ but the fact that angels live and move 

in this earth is something I do believe.  Too many unexplainable things happen 

joyously to people, things that are, by earthly standards, impossible.  There are 

healings, incredible savings from disaster, many near misses on the roadways ς 

we all know of those.  I suspect many of those are just the results of good, earthly 

accidents and happenings, but many are also divine intervention, by angels or 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ άŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘǎέΦ 

 So where is that bit of heaven?  It is where I see God at work.  It is where I 

know the presence of God.  I may actually feel his presence and realize that this is 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ άƘƻǘ ŦƭŀǎƘέ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

άŦƭŀǎƘέ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻr it may come during a 

time of meditation, remembering good times which have been. 

 I believe God guides us, if we want to listen.  If we are left on our own, we 

ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘΦ  LŦ ǿŜ Ǝƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ 

that there is no earthly glory, but there is the pleasant feeling that we have 

touched the world as God wants us to.  Amid all the murder and mayhem of this 

world, there are moment of peace and delight.  Even in the middle of war, people 

find time to reach out with a giving hand. 

 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΚ   L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ 

DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  hǳǊ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳǘƘΗ 
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