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God’ s Dream 

 --- and Fear! 

 

 L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ  aŀƴȅ 

people hŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀŦŜΦέ  wƛƎƘǘΦ 

 L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ς actually that we live 

safely.  That we are in fear very often points to the sin of crime in this world and 

the sin of distrust.  I have written before abƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΦ   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 

matter of knowing that people are not perfect and can make mistakes ς errors.  

 But that we fear in certain areas of the world is a matter of sin ς and not 

just the sin of those who wish to harm others, but our sin, in that we have not 

brought to the world the joy of peace and justice.  We have not brought to the 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

goodness of gentleness or the peace of neighborhoods. 

 I keep thinking about old Wyatt Earp.  You know my thinking is a little 

strange by this time if you have been reading these lines each week!  Anyway, as 

this country expanded, crime was rampant.  Greed followed the gold seekers, 

those who worked the fields or drove cattle, those who just tried to live a new life 

in a new land.  Greed was compounded by culturalism (the Swedes and 

bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ 

with each other too well, either! 
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¢ƘŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŎŀƳŜ ²ȅŀǘǘ 9ŀǊǇΦ  hYΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ άǎŀǾŜέ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ 

people realize that if things were going to improve, they had to pitch in.  The 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǎŜ WŀƳŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƭƪ ōȅ ǳǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ 

go away.  Even as we came into the 20th century, we realized we needed an FBI to 

help subdue the rampant crime in some areas of the country. 

 Each step some of these well-known people have taken has helped bring a 

more solid sense of peace to those of us who life very common lives.  But we 

always need more folk like that in our community.   

 ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ άŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜǊǎέ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

tendency to walk away from trouble rather than step in to a difficult situation ς 

except when it involves children ς children we know well and whose parents we 

know well.  Each of our neighborhoods has people in it we wish would move ς 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ 

ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƘǳǊǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ all a very difficult, emotional and a vexing 

problem. 

 CŜŀǊ ƴƻǘΗ  ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŀ 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǇ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  LŦ 

we come to the point that we need to make a point, we do not have to fear that 

the result can damage our relationship with God.  Jesus did some confronting ς 

ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ǝƻǘ ƘƛƳΗ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǳǎŜ all the time, but 

we have to remember there are times when we need to stand up and be counted 

ς and Fear Not! 
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