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 Stewards of Our Country 

  

 Ş̂ǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 5ŀȅΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛǎ 

about Stewardship.  In my mind, those two themes fit together more than many 

people will admit. 

 Have you thanked a veteran this weekend ς or even any time this year?!  

Have you thanked a veteran who, in the military was not asked to tithe, that is, 

ƎƛǾŜ мл҈Σ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŀƭƭέτ100% of everything, 

including their lives.  We need to thank them more than we think about.  We 

need to remember that those who served in the military did so in order to keep 

society safe for us to live in. 

 There are those in this country as well as other places in the world who will 

tell us that war never solved anything.  There may be some truth in that, and it is 

ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

turned into plowshares.  And underneath it all, we all pray for peace, some of us 

daily, so that the time will come when the need for an active military will be gone. 

 However, we live in a sinful world, and part of that sinfulness is that we, as 

a people, have not yet found a way to resolve problems without our anger turning 

into fistfights, battles, and too often, wars.  Evil becomes so strong at times in our 

history, that we seem to be able to find no way, other than military action, to 

bring stability back on the table. Yet, there are those in the world who insist that 

there IS a better way and they are going to be part of it, one way or the other.  

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŀȅǎΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ 
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President John Kennedy tried to oust the leadership of Cuba ς militarily!  

But, he also knew the frustration of military action and established the Peace 

Corps.  Members, friends and relatives of this congregation have taken part in 

that program and there are still many volunteering today. 

 ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

call themselves missionaries have not always been the peace-bringers they should 

have been, but for the most part, peace is their offering. But there is more.  In this 

denomination we are part of the Lutheran World Federation and Lutheran World 

Relief.  We partner with other Churches in offering aid and relief, not only in times 

of disaster, but also in times and places where water distribution is needed, seeds 

ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎƘ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ άŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέΣ ǇƛƎǎΣ ŎƻǿǎΣ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 

are given so that families can begin to develop animal farming and make a living. 

 The militarȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǇŜŀŎŜƴƛƪǎέΗ  ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ 

both, it seems, until evil is no more and God rules.  We need the military to 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ άǇŜŀŎŜέ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ 

bombs are falling. 

 Have you thanked a veteran for his or her service?  Have you thanked God 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜΚ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ άǘƛǘƘŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ǿƛƭƭ 

be for the world as it is today?   

 We will never agree on how to solve all problems the world throws at us, 

but as we pray for peace, we need to thank all those who are trying to contribute 

to it. 
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