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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Opposed by indifference? 

No, Disappointed! 

 

 There are times when the giving nature of the foundation of this 

congregation amazes me.  Gifts are given to hospitals, community centers, 

Lutheran World Relief and many other places too numerous to mention.  Those 

who make these gifts give enormous amounts of time and talent with their skills.  

We receive no benefit from this except the feeling that we are helping someone 

in need. 

 HOWEVER, there have been times when just a little help and a little gift of 

time would have been more than appreciated ς and we would appreciate the 

results. 

 A few weeks ago we were asked to give a little time to help move a few 

things so that the floors of the building could be brought up to snuff.  There have 

been basically four people involved in stripping, washing and waxing all the floors.  

There should be more of us. 

 Finally, the confirmation class was snagged into moving some of the things 

out of the kitchen and others were lassoed into moving heavier AND lighter 

ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ƻƴŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

who were taking time and a great deal of energy out of their lives to make this 
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building look good should have had a lot more help, just for the asking.  It was 

ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƴŀƎƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǎƻŜŘΗ 

 How often does that happen in our lives?  How often have we disappointed 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άƧǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜέΣ 

then discover that we need to make excuses because of other things we really 

want to do at that time?  How many times have we let something somewhat 

important slide, just because we could do it later ς or not at all? 

 I began by saying that this is a giving congregation, and it is. But as we get 

older we are finding that giving a check is a lot easier than giving our time or our 

energy.  I do thaǘΦ  LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭŀȊƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȊƛŜǊ ŀǎ L ƎŜǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻƭŘŜǊΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

younger people.  Let someone else do it for a change.  I do my bit; let someone 

else pick up the slack. 

 {ƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ нпκт ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

livesΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ άƘŜƭǇέ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

else get the credit while we compliment them on a job well done.  Those who are 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƛƴƎέ ƎŜǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘŀǎƪ 

keeping a buildiƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛȊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want Mike and Pastor get to be known as the ones who are always asking us to do 

something with our time. 

 aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ 

but when it comes to a special, once in a while project, each of us, no matter how 

much we give elsewhere, need to give a hand.  Remember what you already 

know: many hands make the work light and leads to great appreciation by those 

who have agreed to supervise ς and do ς most of the labor. Thanks Pastor! 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ /ƘǊƛǎΗ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ aƛƪŜΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǳǎΗ 
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