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'ÏÄȭÓ $ÒÅÁÍȟ ɉÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄɊ 

 How do we caǘŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΚ  L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  

hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘƳŀƴΣ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ 

to go to church because he feels that if you ask God for something once, God will 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ reminded week after week. 

 Unfortunately, I think that his idea of praying (for what we want) is one that 

is held by a lot of people.  So, we need to look at how we pray and why we pray to 

ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΦ 

 Prayer, for me, is like a life-line.  Yes, I pray for things I want ς and God 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ L ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 

comes.  But more than my talking and telling God what he should be doing, I need 

to listen, and I think that is what my neighbor is missing. 

 LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴŘǎ άȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜέΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ 

like that we arŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

our lives. 

 How are you at praying?  Do you have times during your day when you take 

time to meditate, read and think about the life God has given you for this day?  

5ƻ ȅƻǳ Řƻ άǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƭƛƎƘǘέ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ς quick, momentary thoughts and cares that you 
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share with God?  Do you pray when you walk or when you swim or when you 

clean house or mow the lawn?  Do you pray repetitiously or always have 

something new and different to share? 

LΩƳ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ .ǳǘ L ŀƳ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ LΩƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ς LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 

ƭƛƪŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

abouǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƘƛǎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ 

be able to move with it. 

 What we lose in this manner is a very direct connection with God and with 

ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƘŀǎΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴotor 

mouths.  I have a friend who actually talks more than I do.  People ask if we ever 

have an actual conversation because we always seem to be talking and not 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ 

 hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǘŜŀŎƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦέ  LŦ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΣ 

ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 

that we re heard and that answers have been given more often than we were 

aware, because we were seeking the wrong things at the wrong times in the 

wrong places. 

 [ŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǎ 

ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ  !ǎƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ 

and let him know that you are willing to do that.  And always pray that whatever 

goes on in your life, it will be part of that dream of God and will be according to 

what he wants done in this world ς his world. 

 DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ   DǊŀō ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

wonderful ride! 

TMK 
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