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ChrÉÓÔȭÓ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ ÉÎ 4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ 

 

 LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜǎΣ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

electricity than he ever could have dreamed of.  The question remains, then, how 

Řƻ ǿŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ άǎǘǳŦŦέ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳr lives? 

 Many of us can look back to times of no electricity in our homes ς no 

refrigeration, no telephone, no electric pumps for water, no radios and the list 

could go on.  Things went on.  Life went on.  People survived and did very well.  

Now some of tƘƻǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ  ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άŜȄǘǊŀǎέ ōǳǘ 

rather essentials.  When we think of establishing a place to live, we immediately 

think of these essential items. 

 LŦ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ άǾŀƭǳŜǎέΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΚ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ άŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΣ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ άǎǘǳŦŦέ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ƻǊ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 

living while others in the world have hardly enough to keep on living ς sometimes 

not enough.  They know their efforts are a small dot on a large map, but they are 

trying to make a statement with their life style. 

 Some would say that is taking the values of Jesus into the current world 

situation.  Others would dispute that and say there are other, and more effective 

ways to do that very same thing and point to the fact that God gave human 

beings good brains in order to learn more and more about living in the world.  We 
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can still be comfortable and be helpful.  We need to take the riches we have and 

help distribute them so others can enjoy the good earth that God has given us. 

 tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΚ  L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘΗ  IƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƴŎŜ-sitting?  All of us 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ ōǳȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

just a little more comfortable than the people next door.  My own attempt is to 

ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳƳō ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ 

to live ς not on the least I need, but certainly on less than I want.  And there lies 

the tale. 

 We need to learn to make the difference in our lives about wants and 

needs.  We need to continue ς since many of us already are pretty careful about 

this ς ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ άƴƻέ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ 

ǘƘŀƴ άȅŜǎέ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ άƴƻΩǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ and 

useful deeds for the good of others. 

 Many of you do this already.  We fill that basket up every week for the 

neighborhood center.  We go shopping and we think of all the people we would 

like to bless with a gift, not because of their kindness, necessarily, but because of 

their need. We may just want to gift them to add to their pleasure in life.  We do 

ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άƎƻ ƴŀǘƛǾŜέ ς either the current Florida native who wants and gets 

everything or the early pioneer version who had nothing but their creativity.  But 

we do need to decide what is really important in life. 
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