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Genuine Wisdom 

 

 IŜΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ άǿƛǎŜ Ǝǳȅέτŀ άǿƛǎŜ-ŀŎǊŜέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ 

of age, he really gets to the root of the discussion. Be wise in the ways of the 

world.  The wisdom of God is like an arrow that shoots to the heart. 

 In English, the term wise is not always used in the same way as the word 

ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ άǿƛǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎέ ƻǊ άƎŀƭǎέΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ 

 I know a wise guy when I meet him or her but I find it far more difficult to 

identify a wise person.  That usually comes after the fact, sometimes much later 

than it should have.  We all need to look for those around us and in our families 

who have the wisdom it would be good to copy.  We need to be able to separate 

ǘƘŜ άǿƛǎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άǿƛǎŜέΗ 

 My personal observation is that those who have ended up in my column of 

άǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎέ ŀǊŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŀƭƪŜǊǎΦ  Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ 

that in their listening, they have taken time to sort out the good from the bad, the 

useless from the useful and have packaged them in ways that are very truthful 

and full of the wisdom of God. 

 I believe that God gives us all the chance to become wise in the best sense 

of the word.  We are exposed to all kinds of information.  The difficult part is 

sorting what is useful and good from what is merely stuff of little or no 

consequence.  

 I like hearing people tell the stories of their lives.  Often they just go from 

one year to another, one episode to another.  But often the stories have a very 



 

Page | 2 

 

good and wise point.  The stories of life tell us about good and bad decisions, 

good and bad choices, good and bad times. The stories wrap around beautiful 

lives and within those lives is much wisdom ς the wisdom of trial and error, the 

wisdom of exploration and examination, the wisdom of chances taken and 

surprises and delights.  The stories of life are amazing ς but we have to learn to 

listen. 

 The story of Anne Carlsen is amazing and filled with sadness, perseverance, 

delight and accomplishment.  Anne was born with bad legs and missing the lower 

portion of each arm.  This was in about the 1915.  Her folks saw little hope for this 

little girl, but she managed to get a fine education, earn her doctorate and finally 

establish herself as head of a school for children who are physically limited.  The 

school is in Jamestown, North Dakota.  In about 1981 the school put her name on 

its masthead. I would encourage you to go to www.annecenter.org to read about 

the school and find her biography.  It is most inspiring.   

 ²ƛǎŘƻƳΚ  !ƴƴŜΩǎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

encouraged her to learn and learn.  She had the wisdom to realize that continued 

learning was the best for everyone.  A young man from my first congregation 

became a student at the Anne Carlsen School.  He now is married and lives in St. 

tŀǳƭΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  

 Wisdom?  Anne had it and passed it on better than most people I know are 

able to.  She lived wisdom out in her life. 
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