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Truthful Speech 

 

 ά̧ ƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ a ǊǎΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ Ƙŀǘ ǿ ŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅΦ  
{ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǘΦέ 

 ά.ǳǘ Ƴ ƻƳ Σ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿ ŀȅǎ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴ Ŝ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
that hat.  I never ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǿ ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƴ Ŝ Ƙƻǿ  L ƭƛƪŜŘ ƛǘΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΗέ 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿ Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻǊ ǿ ŜΩǾŜ 
witnessed it.  We try to teach our children that we say certain things in certain 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳ ŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛke what they are wearing is not 
acceptable.  Even if it is the truth! 

 How do we make the difference?  How do we tell the children not to lie ς 
ever ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ  ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǿ Ƙŀǘ ǿ Ŝ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άǎƻŎƛŀƭέ ƭƛŜǎΚ  ² ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
difference? 

 Do you remember the first time you saw a new-ōƻǊƴ ŎƘƛƭŘΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΣ 
Ƴ ƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ  ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǿ ŀƴǘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ 
parent, this newborn is the most beautiful creature on the face of the earth. And 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿ ƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ ŀǘ ǎƻƳ Ŝ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ άƛǎƴΩt this child of ours beautiful? If we have 
ŀƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǿ Ŝ ŀƭƭ ǎŀȅ άȅŜǎέ ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

 There was one pastor who had some trouble with all these little social fibs 
he felt he constantly had to live with, but he came up with a wonderful solution.  
When asked about the beauty of the newborn he always looked at the child and 
ǎŀƛŘ άbƻǿ  ¢I9w9Ω{ ŀ ōŀōȅΗέ  bƻ ŦƛōǎΣ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜǎ άƭƛŜ ƭŜǾŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
absolute truth. 
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 One of the reasons we love the children among us is that they tell the truth 
as they see it.  For many of us, this is not always acceptable or nice to hear.  After 
a particularly long and hot walk one day, one of our young grandchildren looked 
ŀǘ Ƴ Ŝ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ άȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǿ ŜǊΗέ  {ƘŜ ǿ ŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ Ƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿ ŀǎ 
Ƴ ƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ  {ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ  ǿ Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǿ ǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ 
truth. 

 Maybe we can just set some ground rules.  We might sŀȅΣ άǿ Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ 
ǿ ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭǿ ŀȅǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  LŦ 
ǿ Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ǎƻƳ ŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿ ƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
ǿ ƻǊŘǎΦέ 

 άIƻǿ  ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ a ǊǎΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǿ ŜŀǊƛng suits her.  Or 
telling her that she has an interesting style.  None of these things hurts, and they 
ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ ǿ ƻǊŘǎΦέ 

 .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿ ƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ² Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ  ǘƘŀǘ ǿ Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ 
gossip.  We want to know the worst things first.  We want to make ourselves feel 
ƎƻƻŘ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳ ŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ Řƻǿ ƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿ Ƙŀǘ ƎƻǎǎƛǇ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  
DƻǎǎƛǇ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ άƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿ ǎέΦ  DƻǎǎƛǇ ƛǎ ŀƭǿ ŀȅǎ άōŀŘ ƴŜǿ ǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
three monkeys fits in well here ς hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil. This 
ǿ ƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǿ ƛǘƘ 5h  ƴƻ ŜǾƛƭΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ά̧ ƻǳ 
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ ƻǊ ƎƻǎǎƛǇΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ 
him, speak well of him and explain his actions in the kindest way. 

 Will gossip stop?  No, but we can do our part by not passing on whatever it 
is we hear.  If someone tells us something that sounds very gossipy, remind them 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿ ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ Σ ƴƻ Ƴ ŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ  ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǿ ŜǊŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΗ 
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