$ Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

@

‘ . . Truthful Speech
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witnessed it. We try to teach our children that we say certain things in certain
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How do we make the difference? How do we tell the children not to lie C
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difference?
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parent, this newborn is the most beautiful creature on the face of the earth. And
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There was one pastor who had some trouble with all these little social fibs
he felt he constantly had to live with, but he came up with a wonderful solution.
When asked about the beauty of the newborn he always looked at the child and
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absolute truth.

Page | 1



One of the reasons we love the children among us is that they tell the truth
as they see it. For many of us, this is not always acceptable or nice to hear. After

a particularly long and hot walk one day, one of our young grandchildren looked
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truth.

Maybe we can just set some ground rules. We might sl €204 SWSCE KS: Nl
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telling her that she has an interesting style. None of these things hurts, and they
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gossip. We want to know the worst things first. We want to make ourselves feel
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three monkeys fits in well here ¢ hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil. This
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shall not bear false witness against your neighbor ¢ RRYGS 2NREA I6du RS/R
him, speak well of him and explain his actions in the kindest way.

Will gossip stop? No, but we can do our part by not passing on whatever it
is we hear. If someone tells us something that sounds very gossipy, remind them
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