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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Lost? 

 

 Put yourself into that herd of sheep.  Do you feel like one of the crowd, 

accepted and loved, or do you feel as though on one could find you and take care 

of you because all these other sheep are in the way?  Who are you in this 

parable?  Are you the lost sheep whom the shepherd really seeks out or are you 

the shepherd or are you someone just watching and waiting or are you just part 

of the herd? 

 I try to put myself in parables, and sometimes it can be frightening and 

sometimes a learning experience.  Of course I always hope it will be learning, but 

you never know when you step into the presence of Jesus. 

 Sometimes I feel like that lost sheep ς ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ 

looking for me.  I feel lost.  I feel as though there is no out.  I feel as though no one 

cares.  But usually I am suddenly surrounded by those who care.  Sometimes it 

means that I show up at worship, not being very worshipful in heart or mind, and 

there is something ς a hymn, a prayer, a meaningful part of the liturgy which 

ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ς which sheds light on me and my situation.  Very often 

there is a person or more often, people, who come to me and let me know that I 

am not alone.  They know who I am and more importantly, WHOSE I am and they 

ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
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 But most often  I think I feel as though I am just one of the crowd, part of 

the herd that is given the general look over, not specifically loved or cared for but 

just there.  No one would notice if I was gone or not. 

There are those among us, when searching for a new congregation, look for 

ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ άƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘέΦ  ²Ŝ 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ  

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ 

for worship for a number of weeks, no one will notice.  We want that. 

 LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƭƭ ƻǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦ  

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǘǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎέ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ 

practicing! 

 ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ 

family of God we have been in the past.  We need you and you need me.  We 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ άǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŜŀŎŜέ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ς ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ  

There are times when I need that peace so much, and it comes from your 

blessing. 

 TƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅ 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 

continue to be a blessing not only to the community but to each other.  Blessed to 

be a blessingΦ  bƻǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ DƻŘΩǎ 

blessing with them wherever they go.TMK 

--  Week of September 16, 2007 


