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Deeper Connections 

 

 I think about friendship a lot.  Being an only child, relatives and friends are 
very important to me.  They are my connections outside of my immediate family.  
!ǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ άŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜǎέ ƎƻΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦ L ǿ ŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ into church 
families easily all through my work life.  I have good remembrances of many 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴ ŀƴȅΣ Ƴ ŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ƛƴ 
the deepest sense of the word. 

 I have relatives who are good friends ς we chat about difficult situations, 
we share good and bad news, and we gather together just to gather together!  I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ  ǿ Ƙȅ L ŀƳ  ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƻƳ Ŝ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ άŘŜŜǇŜǊέ ǿ ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΦ 

 I have one friend in my life that has been in my company since I was in first 
grade.  We have done many things together over the years.  She vacationed with 
us and we cheered her entry into the nursing profession.  We are doing better at 
keeping in touch since computers and e-mail became available, but even when we 
ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿ ƘƛƭŜΣ ǿ Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άǎƻƳ ŜǘƘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
is not in other relationships. 

 You have people in your life like that.  I have a  reminder of good people 
every Christmas. I look at the address list of those I have known and cared for 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜǿ ƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ƴ ȅ ƭƛŦŜΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳ Ŝ ǿ Ƙƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
lives with us in letters ς I happen to like Christmas letters! ς and one woman who 
I always want to hear more from who signs onƭȅ άa ŀǊƎƻέ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳ Ŝ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿ Ƙƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘǊƛŦǘŜŘ ŀǿ ŀȅΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿ Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
enough in common, and others who show up occasionally in our lives again, and 
we are thrilled to see them. 

 On a trip a couple of years ago, I mentioned at one stop that we were close 
ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ƘŀŘ ƪƴƻǿ ƴ ƘƛƳ  ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ǿ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 
40 years ago in Connecticut.  Before I was approved for ordination, he and his 
wife gave me a beauǘƛŦǳƭ ŎƻƳ Ƴ ǳƴƛƻƴ ǎŜǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴ ŀŘŜ ǿ ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ά̧ ƻǳ 
ǿ ƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΦ  ² Ŝ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ  ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿ ŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƭŘ ƘƻƳ Ŝ ǿ ŜŜƪΦ  ² Ŝ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ 
with them, threw a little bit of Swedish around ς thoroughly confusing Karl ς and 
had a wonderful visit. 

 Someone asked me once what I would like to do if I could do anything I 
ǿ ŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳ ŜΦ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴ ȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳ ŀǎ /ŀǊŘ ƭƛǎǘΗ  ² Ƙŀǘ 
I think I meant was that I would like to renew acquaintance with all these 
wonderful people I have known over the years and who, at one time, were so 
supportive of me and of my life. These were good friends, if not up to the very 
deeper level of life-time friendship.  

 How do you keep in touch and what does it mean to have these deep 
friendships?  God knows we need each other and we need people around us who 
ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ  Ƙƻǿ  ǿ Ŝ Řƻ ŎŀǊŜ 
for them, even if we only see them occasionally.  Some will develop into deep, 
long-lasting relationships and others will be more temporary, but all will be 
wonderful and good. 
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