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‘ . . Deeper Connections

| think about friendship a lot. Being an only child, relatives and friends are
very important to me. They are my connections outside of my immediate family.
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families easily all through my work life. | have good remembrances of many
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the deepest sense of the word.

| have relatives who are good friends ¢ we chat about difficult situations,
we share good and bad news, and we gather together just to gather together! |
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| have one friend in my life that has been in my company since | was in first
grade. We have done many things together over the years. She vacationed with
us and we cheered her entry into the nursing profession. We are doing better at

keeping in touch since computers and e-mail became available, but even when we
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is not in other relationships.

You have people in your life like that. | have a reminder of good people
every Christmas. | look at the address list of those | have known and cared for
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lives with us in letters ¢ | happen to like Christmas letters! ¢ and one woman who
| always want to hear more from who signs onf@ ¢a I NB¢ S K &S NI
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enough in common, and others who show up occasionally in our lives again, and
we are thrilled to see them.

On a trip a couple of years ago, | mentioned at one stop that we were close
2 LPLEB LK @SSy & &S NDLK- R1y26 Y KN VB KS G| al LIEARNISRDI 6fe
40 years ago in Connecticut. Before | was approved for ordination, he and his
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with them, threw a little bit of Swedish around ¢ thoroughly confusing Karl ¢ and
had a wonderful visit.

Someone asked me once what | would like to do if | could do anything |
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| think | meant was that | would like to renew acquaintance with all these
wonderful people | have known over the years and who, at one time, were so
supportive of me and of my life. These were good friends, if not up to the very
deeper level of life-time friendship.

How do you keep in touch and what does it mean to have these deep
friendships? God knows we need each other and we need people around us who
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for them, even if we only see them occasionally. Some will develop into deep,
long-lasting relationships and others will be more temporary, but all will be
wonderful and good.
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