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‘ . . An Authentic Life
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At one time in my life, | worked in a chuch in the inner city. Prior to my
arrival, the city had removed about 1200 units of housing right across from
the church and put in a boys/girls club and a police station. The idea was to
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by an area that had a lot of crime.

When | came there, | found a place to live. It was a good neighborhaodith
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place that had one of our church members as owneMuch better! | got to
know my neighbors and we did OK with each other. | was accepted into the
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The situation of the police was different, however. None of them, to my
knowledge, lived in the area. Thegame in each day, went to the station, got
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area to catch all the criminals. They knew very few of the good folk and only
saw crime as they looked out of their car windows.
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Oneday | had a problem and | went over to the station to ask for help. The
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let anger take over.
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live what | spoke. | tried to live in the area | spoke for and speak for the people
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did a lot of other people who worked in the area but commuted home each night.

There is a point to all this. If we are going to claim that we are followers of
Christ, we need to walk the walk, not just talk good about church and church
people, take our kids to Sunday School and youth group and show up at functions.
If we are going to walk the walk, we are going to live our Christian lives every
minute of every day. Sure, we are going to fail ¢ every day! But we are not going
to give up on God because he never gives up on us.
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part of the congregation. They are shunned and kept from worship at that place.
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need a place that offers forgiveness, not just by the words the pastor says
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need to know that | am welcome, even on my worst days! Walk the walk ¢ we
need each other.
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