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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Move>>Beyond! 
 

 Today we are challenged to move beyond ourselves, our own little world, 

out into the world which God has created, among the people he loves and cares 

ŦƻǊΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ 

love to those around us. 

 Our family of God does pretty good with that.  We give, often, to the 

neighborhood center.  We give to the schools in our area. We make and give 

shawls, afghans, ME dolls and all the time it takes to teach and lead.  We give toys 

at Christmas and we give money to help keep the family of God functioning.  We 

ƎƛǾŜ άǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

family and let the pastor or others spread our gifts out into the community. 

 .ǳǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ 

outside the congregation?  Do we invite people into our homes just with the 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊΚ  5ƻ ǿŜ άǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΚ 

 For the most part, many of us are hesitant to invite people into our homes.  

We will invite them into our congregation ς occasionally ς or even to an event, 

but to put out our hand and invite them into the familiarity of our home is a 

whole different thing. 
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 Many of us live in new neighborhoods or we are thinking or moving to 

another place.  How will be get to know others and share what God has given us, 

if they dƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΚ  Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜŎƻƳe comfortable living in a new 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΚ 

 ! ǿƻƳŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

seem as though anyone was very friendly.  Finally she took things into her own 

hands.  She made a insulated pot of coffee, took some cookies and walked over to 

a neighbor.  She knocked on the door and invited the neighbor to join her for the 

coffee and cookies she had brought with her.  The invitation to come in was 

immediate. 

 Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōƭŀƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ not being welcoming when 

there are other ways to make contact. 

 This weekend we are celebrating Labor Day.  Too often we forget all the 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŦǊŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ 

when we would like them to be or that we cŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ 

we want it.  We fuss at the person behind the counter forgetting that they only 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ 

 ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŘŜŀƭ 

with people in business or those who are building our new house, or others who 

are working (like slowing down for road construction!).  By our attitude, we can 

be a blessing to those with whom we come in contact or we can cause their day 

to be just that more upsetting.  We bless others with the blessing God has given 

us when we remember that each person is a child of God ς one of our brothers or 

sisters.  Reach out with love to everyone ς and bless those who labor for us in the 

world. 
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