Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

Move>>Beyond!

Today we are challenged to move beyond ourselves, our own little world,
out into the world which God has created, among the people he loves and cares
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love to those around us.

Our family of God does pretty good with that. We give, often, to the
neighborhood center. We give to the schools in our area. We make and give
shawls, afghans, ME dolls and all the time it takes to teach and lead. We give toys
at Christmas and we give money to help keep the family of God functioning. We
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family and let the pastor or others spread our gifts out into the community.

A~

.dzi R2 ¢S NBIffteée FSStf O2YF2NIlIofS NB
outside the congregation? Do we invite people into our homes just with the
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For the most part, many of us are hesitant to invite people into our homes.
We will invite them into our congregation ¢ occasionally ¢ or even to an event,
but to put out our hand and invite them into the familiarity of our home is a
whole different thing.
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Many of us live in new neighborhoods or we are thinking or moving to
another place. How will be get to know others and share what God has given us,
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seem as though anyone was very friendly. Finally she took things into her own
hands. She made a insulated pot of coffee, took some cookies and walked over to
a neighbor. She knocked on the door and invited the neighbor to join her for the
coffee and cookies she had brought with her. The invitation to come in was
immediate.
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there are other ways to make contact.

This weekend we are celebrating Labor Day. Too often we forget all the
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we want it. We fuss at the person behind the counter forgetting that they only
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with people in business or those who are building our new house, or others who
are working (like slowing down for road construction!). By our attitude, we can
be a blessing to those with whom we come in contact or we can cause their day
to be just that more upsetting. We bless others with the blessing God has given
us when we remember that each person is a child of God ¢ one of our brothers or
sisters. Reach out with love to everyone ¢ and bless those who labor for us in the
world.
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