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We can stand against the Devil 

 

 άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΗέ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿ Ƙƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ  ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿ Ŝ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ άCŀƳ ƛƭȅ 
/ƛǊŎǳǎέ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ς they are soooo real. 

 Some of us have trouble dealing with mistakes or errors we have made in 
life.  We spend a great deal of time showing that others were ultimately 
responsible for what has happened in a given situation although it may look at 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΦ  h ƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳ Ŝ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƻ ǿ ƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ άLΩƳ  
ǎƻǊǊȅέ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿ ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭ ƻǊ Ƴ ƻǊŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ 

 We need to learn about responsibility. We need to learn that when we do 
something wrong, it is our responsibility to own up to it.  Did you lose your job?  It 
may have been because your boss ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƴ ŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
because you have such an attitude that you were difficult to work with.  It may be 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿ ŜǊŜ ŀ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀȄέ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ 
your workload onto others.  There may be a hundred reasons why this happened, 
and there is probably SOME responsibility on your part that fed into it. 

 It is only when we learn to be responsible for our own actions that we can 
learn to stand firm against the ways of the world and the work of the Devil. 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿ Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ƻŦ άŘŜǾƛƭέ ƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻǊ 
anything that seems to be well set against what they want to do or what they 
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ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿ ŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴ excuse pushing our 
own agenda, putting on the armor of God against the work of the devil. That is 
also very simplistic and grandiose thinking.  It means we have set ourselves up as 
a god ŀƴŘ ǿ Ƙŀǘ ǿ Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿ ƻǊƭŘΦ 

 But taking responsibility for our actions, both good and bad, means that we 
sort out the things of God as opposed to the things which are against his will.  We 
study and we move in directions we hope and pray are the will of God. 

 Actually, the devil is more subtle than we think.  He is as likely to set 
ƘƛƳ ǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ άǎŀǾƛƻǊέ ƻŦ ǎƻǊǘǎ ŀǎ ǿ Ŝƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǿ Ƙƻ ƻǇǇƻǎŜǎ DƻŘΦ IŜ ǿ ƛƭƭ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ 
ǎŜǘ ǳǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Řƻ άƎƻƻŘέΣ ōǳǘ ǿ ƛƭƭ Ƴ ŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ŧƛǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿ n desires, his own 
need to be on top.  He is a person who has a grandiose will and way. He is out to 
destroy the kingdom of God so that the kingdom of his world will rule.  Just re-
check the temptations of Jesus in the wilderness.  It is the devil who is asking him 
ǘƻ Řƻ άƎƻƻŘέ ς make stones into bread to feed the world ς so that he, the devil, 
can show he has power over God. 

 We hear, all the time, of convoluted schemes which one business will use 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ άǿ ƛƴǎέ ς but we all know that someone 
comes out on top!  So it is with the devilishness in the world.  It looks very good, 
but if we follow through, you know who will come out on top. 

 [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƴ ŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿ Ŝ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳ Ŝ 
of God, for then the devil will get his due! 
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