
 
 

 
 

W e can live in God’s w isdom  

 

 What in the world is wisdom, anyway?  It seems to me that I knew 
everything worth knowing when I was about 16 years old.  I could drive, I knew 
my way around town, I babysat so much I knew ALL about children, my school 
work was acceptable and I had made All State Band!  Life was great and I knew all 
I needed to know. 

 Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ Ƴ Ŝ ŀ ǿ ƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ άƪƴƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άǿ ƛǎŘƻƳ έΦ  LΩƳ  ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
sure I know what wisdom is, but there seems to be a little more of it every time I 
grow a little older ς ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ άƎǊƻǿ ƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜέΣ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴƎ 
how to use knowledge.   

 a ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿ ŜŜƴ άƪƴƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜέ ŀƴŘ 
wisdom, but we know it when we see it and hear it.  A good part of the wisdom 
we hear comes from those who have learned to listen, to learn from others in the 
world about how the world works. 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿ ƘƛŎƘ ǿ ŀǎ άōƭŜǎǎŜŘέ ǿ ƛǘƘ 
having seminary students preach with rather great regularity. The students were 
so excited about all the new knowledge they were getting, they wanted to share 
ƛǘ ǿ ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿ ƻǊƭŘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǎŜǊƳ ƻƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
came up to the young preacher and saƛŘΣ ά̧ ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Σ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǿ ŜƭƭΣ ōǳǘ 
you need to give us some guidance for living.  For many years now we have heard 
about the synoptic gospels and the joy Paul had in suffering for the faith. You 



have also filled us in, week after week about the prophets and how they came to 
ōŜΦ    bƻǿ  ƛǘΩǎ time for us to hear about how all of this relates to what this means 
ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿ Ŝ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿ ƻǊƭŘΦέ 

 There was no doubt that these young men and women knew their Bible 
and were gaining a great deal of knowledge about the scriptures, but they had 
not yet developed the wisdom that comes from integrating that knowledge into 
practical application.  

 I keep thinking of one of my favorite old TV programs (which I still watch on 
ŎŀōƭŜύΣ άIƻƳ Ŝ LƳ ǇǊƻǾŜƳ ŜƴǘέΦ  ¢ƛƳ Σ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭ Ƴ ŀƴΣ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀǎƛŎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǿ ŀȅǎ ǿ ŀƴǘǎ άǇƻǿ ŜǊέ ς everything has to be bigger and 
better.  His knowledge helps him build, but he lacks the wisdom to know when his 
knowledge should be curbed to fit the situation. 

 {ƻƳ ŜǘƛƳ Ŝǎ ǿ Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ² Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ² Ŝ 
work at making sure we live out that love in service to others, but sometimes we 
get a little out of hŀƴŘΦ  ² Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿ Ƙȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧǳƳ Ǉ ƻƴ 
ƻǳǊ άDƻŘ ōŀƴŘǿ ŀƎƻƴέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ƴ ŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  ² Ŝ Ƴ ƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜŎƻƳ Ŝ ŀ 
bit pushy in our constant attention to church stuff, to the point that we may even 
forget to do things that are necessary for our family.  Does that sound strange?  I 
ƪƴƻǿ  ŦŀƳ ƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳ Ŝ ŀǇŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ 
Řƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ  bŜƎƭŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƳ ƛƭȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΗ 

 Wisdom comes as we gather useful knowledge, often from errors and 
mistakes.  Give thanks that we can learn, even when we goof.  God is good and 
blesses us even when we mess up. 
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