
 
 

 
 

W e can im itate Jesus’ character 

 

 “W hat a character s/he is!”  How  often have you said that?  Usually we use 
that phrase when we refer to someone who is different than what we define as 
“ordinary”.  And it is not usually a negative phrase, just one that indicates this 
person is difficult to define in “usual” term s. 

 But each of us has “character”, that part of our personality w hich m akes us 
different from  the person w e are next to.  “Character” is w hat m akes m arriage so 
interesting – his character and hers trying to mesh into some sort of functional 
unit is an ongoing process – a never-ending process!  What we are asked to do is 
look at Jesus’ “character” and try to im itate him . 

 O ur question m ight be “Do w e have to heal people, feed people, give 
incredible advice, speak words of wisdom, love everyone, see the good of God in 
everyone, face those who dislike us and what we do with patience, and put our 
lives in God’s solid hands?” The answ er is “sort of yes.”  In other w ords, w e look 
at Jesus and see all these wonderful attributes and tell ourselves that we have 
neither the time nor talent for all of this.  But we are wrong.  As a church, a family 
of God, we can do all these things and as individuals, we contribute as we have 
the talent and the gifts. 

 Healing – we include doctors, nurses and others in our family who spend 
their lives serving those in physical need.  Many also give their time and services 
as volunteers so that those in need can be helped.  Feeding people?  July was our 



Christmas in July for the neighborhood center, but we really continue all year to 
think, pray and act for those in need. Advice?  Oh, but we love to give advice! 
Better yet, we support agencies which offer professional counseling and we have 
members who are good to talk to and who are sparing with advice, but long in 
love and caring.  Speaking works of wisdom is something we do as a congregation.  
W e offer tim es of w orship and study, and together w e grow  in God’s w isdom .  
Loving everyone.  That’s a toughie, but w e need to practice that.  W e m ay not 
LIKE everyone we meet, but we need to treat them as we would treat a good 
friend. We need to practice our loving attitude.  It can be catching. See the good 
of God in everyone – at least look for the good of God in everyone.  We all need 
to work on that one!  Patience in life and in difficult tasks.  This is not an easy 
thing to do or be – we are not always patient patients!  But God is there to help us 
keep our cool if w e w ill just follow  the very last item : put our lives in God’s solid 
hands! 

  W e like to be in control of life, but w e need to know  that, as the “stuff” w e 
have is really God’s and we are only stewards, so our life is ours only as a sign of 
stew ardship and of God’s love.  It is difficult to give up control, but it is ‘w ay m ore 
w onderful to feel the security of God’s love and care every day.  

 I once saw a wonderful statue on a great high pillar of a person dancing on 
the tip of a finger of a great huge hand.  It w as called “The hand of God”.  It is that 
hand which gives us the freedom to dance in a difficult world.  Imitate Jesus and 
enjoy freedom  in God’ 
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