
 
 

 
 

We can live as one? 

 There are times when I wonder if Paul and 
Jesus knew what they were talking about and who they were talking to! We are 
still a year and a half away from major elections and already everybody is going 
crazily political in Iow a. O ur culture is constantly being divided into “red” and 
“blue” areas.  There seem s to be no in-between for anyone (if we blend the two 
we will get purple – I think I kind of like that idea!).  If we vote one way, we are 
burdened with ALL the machinations of that color.  None of us is that simplistic. 

 Things are really not that different in our congregations.  We are still people 
who think, and we have a tendency to think differently.  For the most part we can 
work out our differences but there are times when it almost seems impossible.  
Yet, w e sing songs and hym ns that tell us “W e are one in the Spirit, we are one in 
the Lord”.  This is sort of like the debate betw een those w ho think the w orld is a 
work of God through evolution and those who think it was created as a finished 
product by God as creational thinking.  W e end up w ith the sam e “product” but 
we live in it differently. 

 How can we all come together in this family of God and worship together?  
Som e of us like “good old gospel hym ns” w hose theology m ight be continually 
“end” centered, and som e of us like the three “B’s” – Bach, Beethoven and 
Brahms.  Most of our hymns come somewhere in the middle of all those likes and 
dislikes, so we do sing together – sometimes better, sometimes worse.  But we 
sing – together.  And we commune, together.   And we offer peace and prayers – 
together. 



Are you beginning to see the point of all this?  We do worship together, because it 
is in this place that we come and lay all our differences before the throne of God 
and ask for guidance and assistance in our lives.  It is here that we acknowledge 
we are not the people we should be and some of our thoughts and desires may 
not be pleasing to God.  It is here that w e find our “togetherness” as w e praise 
God and give thanks for his goodness to us, as we feast at the table he has 
prepared for us – no matter where we stand on the red-purple-blue carpet! 

 Are you feeling “out of tune” w ith society today?  Then place that “out of 
tune-ness” before God and pray that he w ill guide you in your seeking for 
wholeness.  Are you feeling particularly whole and fulfilled today? Great!  Give 
thanks to God for his goodness and reach out to those around you who might 
need your good w ords and good touch.  Are you feeling “red” in a “blue” w orld or 
“blue” in a “red” w orld?  Begin to listen!  Listen to w hat others are saying and 
don’t judge or tune them  out on the first sentence they say.  Listen to those who 
think differently than you do.  Listen and realize that they have some good points 
as well as points you might disagree with.  Listen without judgment, ask without 
rancor and be open to new  ideas.  W ow !  There’s a different thought! 

 We ARE one in the Spirit.  We ARE one in the Lord.  As we walk through the 
w orld, let’s act as though w e believe w hat w e say and w hat w e pray and w hat w e 
do. 
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