
 
 

 
 

God’s Abundance 

 

 You know, there are times I wonder about abundance.  Those times come 
w hen w e “do” the check book every m onth, w hen w e see the size of the bills that 
come every month just to keep the home going, when we go shopping for food 
and/or clothing for ourselves or for the children, when we hear about all the 
hunger in the world.  In fact, every day there are times I wonder about the 
“abundance” God has given us. 

 But there is abundance.  There is the abundance of his love – that love that 
hangs in there  with us when we know we are absolutely unlovable.  There is that 
abundance that hangs in there w ith us w hen w e feel like w e’ve com e to the end 
of our rope – but we do make it.  There is the abundance of the unexpected that 
pulls us through the tough spots – the abundance of prayers in our behalf, the 
abundance of fellow ship of God’s people. 

 God has blessed us abundantly in creation and he has given us the gift of 
abundance and the gift of stewardship to take care of that abundance.  
Sometimes we need help to remind us of our stewardship – like “Think 2.  W ater 
only tw o tim es a w eek.  Save w ater.” 

“Rem em ber to turn the lights off w hen you leave the room .”  Keep our planet 
green, w alk and bicycle m ore, drive less.  Don’t only use, but reuse, recycle, repair 
and redo.  Be like those old New Englanders who rarely threw anything away but 
repaired until there was literally nothing left to repair.  Wear it down, wear it out. 



 Does that sound like abundance?  It sure does.  As citizens of this country, 
we have a tendency to take our abundance as a right.  We forget the stewardship 
part of our lives and how, with good stewardship we provide, yes provide for 
those who are less fortunate than we are. 

 Is there abundance in the world?  You bet there is.  It was interesting to 
note the announcement in June by Bill Gates that he is moving more of his time 
over to his foundation.  He seems very concerned about education and relief for 
the poorest and sickest people in the country and in the world.  Someone also 
wrote – more of us should take note. 

 I’m  sure m ost of us couldn’t start a foundation that w ould be as large or 
effective as the Gates foundation, but we can and we should look around us and 
try to do what we can with what we have. 

 Living in Florida, all of us are “blessed” – I really think that is the right word 
– with only a little space to store things.  We all need to do the kind of 3 pile 
cleaning that is mentioned in the previous note – one to throw, one to keep and 
one to give.  W e need to clean out the useless or “never really w anted in the first 
place” stuff so that w e can begin to appreciate the w onderful abundance we have 
and we can make better use of it. 

 Then we need to live abundantly. We need to approach life as if we know 
God’s abundant love and care.  W e need to look around us and know  that w e are 
truly blessed and we want to pass these blessings on to others.  For some of us 
that means giving money and gifts.  For others of us it means inviting others into 
this wonderful fellowship we call Shepherd of the Hills. In any case, it means living 
abundantly in God’s w orld. 
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