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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Theme: Move>>Outside! 
 

You know, the things that Jesus asks us to do were really meant for his time 

and place ς ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ take the story of the Good Samaritan 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƭŘΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ς no matter who they are or 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΦ  wƛƎƘǘΚ  .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

day and age.  He was living at a time when everybody was against the Romans so 

anybody else was safe.  Jesus was speaking against the ingrown prejudices of the 

day ς ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜǇǘ ƭŀǿ ŀōƻǾŜ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǊŀŎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƭƻǾŜΣ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ 

But help everyoƴŜΣ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƻǿƴǊƛƎƘǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŀƎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΤ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ΨǇƘƻƴŜΤ ǿŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊΤ ǿŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǳǘ 

pretty well before we invite them into our home.  We have to be more careful 

today. 

But what if we were the fellow on the ground?  A good person who got 

caught in a bad situation. What if we lay there bruised and walked by?  Would our 

outlook be different after that episode?  As they say in the MidǿŜǎǘ άȅƻǳ ōŜǘŎƘŀΗέ 

Most of you are aware that we have been through a difficult time in our 

family recently.  Sickness and death are not things we face easily, but it is much 

better if family pitches in.  We have no blood family here, but the church family 
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came to us with only one request from me and we were not much alone after 

that. 

Besides those who came in person to help, many of you called to see how things 

were going, if you could do anything, if there were errands which were needed to 

be run, and you sent cards, beautiful, meaningful cards.  You came with food and 

love ς we sure ate all the food, but it was the love which held us up.  You sent 

your prayers with a beautiful shawl and you sent your nursing talent with those 

who stayed hour after hour with us and volunteered even more time. 

 L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

the next move, but this family held us up and carried us on.  And we learned from 

ȅƻǳΦ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ  LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

cards.  I hope I will change my ways and send cards more and more ς άǎƴŀƛƭ Ƴŀƛƭέ 

cards, not e-mail.  A bright part of the day is mail call. 

 LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΦ  LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ς friends, neighbors, 

ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜǊŜ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǘ 

heard from in a long time are wonderful bright spots in an otherwise grey day. 

LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ 

have so many caring people in one place. 

 By being members of this congregation, each of you has been doing the 

work of a good Samaritan.  You have lifted the spirits of two people whose spirits 

were often pretty low. And when death reared its head, you held up the family 

with your love, your cards and your caring.  For as simple as it seems, there is 

noǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ōǳǘ άǘƘŀƴƪǎέΦ 
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