
 
 

 
 

God’s Grace is Sufficient 

 

 How often have ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ  ¢Ƙŀǘ Ƴ ŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ  ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ άƻƭŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ  Ƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
looked back in wonder more than once. 

 We look back on our lives from this point and we realize that many of the 
things we did or much of what happened to us (wrong place, wrong time) could 
have been a lot worse for us than it turned out to be.  We also have fears for the 
future ς we can build horrible landscapes for our lives given only a few seconds!  
² ŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ seeing disaster coming down the road and not too good at 
ǎŜŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǿ ƻǊƪΦ 

 [ŜǘΩǎ ǿ ƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǿ ƻǊƪέ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿ ŜŜƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƛƳ Ŝǎ ǿ ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ άƴŜŀǊέ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ς we do live in Florida where 
everybody from everywhere has brought their bad driving habits to roost ς, then 
think of all the falls you children or you have had at home (most accidents happen 
in the home, you know), or some of the illnesses you have had, or some of the 
just dumb things you have done that have put you in dangerous places.  Think of 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳ Ŝǎ ǿ ƘŜƴ ƘŜƭǇ άƧǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳ Ŝέ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ  ǘƘŀǘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ǿ ŀǎ ŀǘ ǿ ƻǊƪΦ  {ƻƳ ŜǘƛƳ Ŝǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿ Ƙƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎΦ 

 One of our parishioners in Wisconsin had a grandchild who was diagnosed 
with cancer at a very young age.  They were certainly on edge when they got the 



ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ άƭƛƪŜ ǿ Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ  
if she would live or  

ŘƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƻƳ  
while she underwent some terrible therapies, still not knowing what the final 
outcome would be.  Then one day the little girl told her parents that she was 
going to get wellΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿ ŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿ ŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǎǳǊŜΦ  
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ  ǎƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ Φ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ǘƻƭŘ Ƴ ŜΦέ  {ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ 
to let them know that there were angels on the foot of her bed who spoke to her, 
often, and that they had told her she would get well. 

 Was there skepticism on the part of the adults?  Of course, they were 
άƪƴƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ άƪƴŜǿ έ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

 Three things happened during that illness.  The little granddaughter 
defeated the cancer.  The parents and grandparents found out that children can 
often see and understand things we have trouble with, and the American Cancer 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǿ ƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǿ ŀƭƪǎέ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΗ 

 The faith of the family was strong to begin with, but it became a faith of joy 
ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳ ŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
held her strong and kept them up.  They would have accepted whatever the 
medical outcome might be, but they joyfully accepted the gift of more life. 

 For ǘƘŜƳ Σ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ  !ǎ ǿ Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪΣ 
there are also many times of grace and love, although they might not seem as 
dramatic.  Look back this week, and know that God is with us and gracefully keeps 
us strong and with him. 
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