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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Move>> Together 

 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΧΦwŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘΣ ƎǊŀō ŀ ƘŀƴŘΣ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘέΦ 

 We sang that song many years ago at some youth gathering that I 

ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ  .ǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ song or the 

circumstances in which we sang it. 

 One day one of the leaders of the group let us know that he had 

just heard that his father had died.  Immediately the group gathered 

around him and sang this song, holding on to each other and holding 

him up. 

 aŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

us and singing, but many of us have had the experience of a circle of 

love.  And most often that circle begins within the fellowship we have in 

the church and it may very well draw in others from outside this 

fellowship. 

 ! άŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ 

time when an individual brings us great comfort and relief, but that 
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comfort and relief gets multiplied a hundredfold as others join in with 

their prayers and ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ  ²Ŝ άǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀō ŀ 

ƘŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǿŜ άƎǊŀōέ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ 

needs to be included in the circle of love. 

  I often think of the comment of that non-Christian of the first 

century: see these Christians, how they love one another! 

 I am asked, often, what various things in the church are all about.  But I 

think those who saw the love and concern for our family in May got a glimpse of 

ǿƘŀǘ άŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ 

shadowy valley as well without the time, the love, the willingness of other 

Christians to help us carry our sorrows.  That circle of love began in this fellowship 

but reached out to the neighborhood and the town. 

 The internet enlarges our circle of love.  While there have been times in all 

our lives when news traveled slowly, today there is instant communication.  Some 

times that is good and sometimes no so good!  But when it is good, it gives us a 

chance to bring immediate love and messages of concern to those in far away 

places.  It also allows us to receive messages from people we have not had 

contact with in a long time.  For me, it has been good. 

 I hope you will look around you today and see that wonderful circle of love 

that is here and open.  I hope that we can all reach out and touch another during 

the week and let them know, somehow, that the ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

them.  I hope that we will all take time to pray that our touch will be a healing 

touch in the world and that our arms will hold the love of God and pass it on to 

other.  The circle of love goes ς around and around and arouƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΧΧΦΦ 
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