Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

Free for .....

My “freedom” started when | got my driver’s license. Neither
of my folks was “big” on driving, so | did most of the family
chauffeuring. | learned early on that this “freedom” had a lot of
rules and regulations and if everyone followed them, driving would
be a safe time. My dad’s favorite little saying to me was “you’re a
good driver. | trust you. It’s the other guys | worry about!” We
know that’s a good point.

Now | am in that other side of “responsible” driving. When will
| give it up? When do | lose my freedom of movement? How will |
know when I’'ve become a danger on the road? Will you tell me? |
have no family here to give me guidance. For us older folk, it’s one
of the most difficult decisions we ever make.

I’m of the age, now, when | can say | feel that every one of us
age 70 or over needs to be tested periodically. Yes, | know, there
are younger drivers who are idiots, too, but we have special needs.
I’'ve known too many people with macular degeneration tell me that
they see “good enough” to drive and since the state sends us a
license without testing, why not trust our own judgment and use it?
| have seen people who can barely walk climb into a good-sized
truck and take off. I’ve also known 90 year old drivers who have
never had an accident and who are still exceptionally good drivers!
The point is, we are not good judges of our own physical abilities
after a certain age - particularly when it comes to something we see
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as necessary in life: moving around easily in a 2000 or more pound
machine.

Obviously there are other freedoms in life, and we need to take
care of them. Last week we emphasized our baptism. Paul
reminded us that we are free from the consequences of sin because
of God’s love and goodness. For some people that means that we
go out and “confront” others with the message of God’s love. For
many others it means living an active life of love in the community
and the world.

We are well aware that this freedom doesn’t mean we are at
liberty to abuse or overdo the gifts of God. There are good gifts of
food and drink - both of which can be abused. There are good gifts
of money and time, both of which can be used and abused selfishly.
The land and the earth itself are good gifts of creation and we are
finally learning that there is a big difference between “dominating”
and “controlling” nature and the stewardship of God’s good gift of
growth and expansion.

In the past Lenten season some of us “gave up” things that we
enjoy or feel we would be better off without. We need to take that
attitude into our whole life and become more moderate in many of
the things we do. God wants us to use his gifts with delight and to
share them with joy. But we also need to be responsible in our use
and stewardship of his gifts so that we are not gluttonous (and as
Americans we tend to be compared with the rest of the world).
Stewardship is important for us, but also as we life and move in the
world. Our lives are here for the living, but also for witnhessing to
the goodness of God and the wise use of his gifts. So, enjoy, but
don’t overdo and be sure to share. Thanks.
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