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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

Move . . . Future 

 

 Last week we thought about our affirmation of Baptism.  Perhaps this week 

we should think about what that means in our lives. 

 As some have said, the past is gone, the present is now ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

present.  But the future is still coming ς and that is also a gift. 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ όLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜύ ǿƘƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀȅ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

are the wonderful folk who make their plane or cruise reservations for next 

summer when they see the advertisements for Alaska this year.  These are the 

folk who have their electric, gas, cable, water and trash bills all on credit or debit 

ŎŀǊŘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

Thrivent so that when they are on vacation or visiǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǳǇ ƴƻǊǘƘ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

not always the same, you know) the church will still receive donations.  These are 

the folk who keep the world working on the idea that tomorrow will always come 

and we will keep on moving along. 

 Then there are the rest of us.  We hope our credit cards can handle the 

next week at Publix and that our Bank is going to be forgiving enough to let us 

take out a housing equity load without burdening us with too much paperwork.  

We know the world is going to go on, if a meteorite dƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

keep us going on into the future, we work as hard as we can just to keep up ς or 

so it seems. 
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 ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ 

ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ we also are not sitting on the edge of bankruptcy waiting 

for the financial hammer to fall. We are semi-organized and trying to do better. 

 What we forget is that today is a present and tomorrow is also a gift.  We 

need to say thanks for what we have today and thanks for the gifts of God which 

are coming in the future. We need to be a little more organized (me) and a whole 

ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ of time and talent waiting for us in the future. 

 We need the people who will work to get things done.  We need the people 

who will work and enjoy the results of the work of those people.  And we need 

people who are willing to travel along and learn what the rest have to teach as we 

all travel along in this world.  In other words, the world needs each of us. 

 As Christians we try to be those who do the will of God in this world.  As we 

have talents, those things we do will be different for each of us. God has also 

given us interests and ability to work in different areas.  Now we need to keep in 

ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ άDǳƛŘŜǊέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ 

get done. 

 We are moving toward the future.  Some of us will move willingly and with 

great flair.  Others of us will move more slowly and some will move only 

reluctantly.  But we will move together.  Let us pray that God will keep our hearts 

and our minds open to his love so that we will be in step with his mission ς not 

only in the present, but in the gift of the future. 
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