Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

Move ... Future

Last week we thought about our affirmation of Baptism. Perhaps this week
we should think about what that means in our lives.
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As some have said, the past is gone, the presentisnow ¢l K 1 Q4 ¢ K& Al
present. But the future is still coming ¢ and that is also a gift.
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are the wonderful folk who make their plane or cruise reservations for next
summer when they see the advertisements for Alaska this year. These are the
folk who have their electric, gas, cable, water and trash bills all on credit or debit
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Thrivent so that when they are on vacationorvisil A y3 NBft I A @3Sa dzLJ vy
not always the same, you know) the church will still receive donations. These are
the folk who keep the world working on the idea that tomorrow will always come
and we will keep on moving along.

Then there are the rest of us. We hope our credit cards can handle the
next week at Publix and that our Bank is going to be forgiving enough to let us
take out a housing equity load without burdening us with too much paperwork.
We know the world is going to go on, if a meteorited2 S&ay Qi Flrff 2y | N
keep us going on into the future, we work as hard as we can just to keep up ¢ or
so it seems.
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for the financial hammer to fall. We are semi-organized and trying to do better.

What we forget is that today is a present and tomorrow is also a gift. We
need to say thanks for what we have today and thanks for the gifts of God which
are coming in the future. We need to be a little more organized (me) and a whole
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We need the people who will work to get things done. We need the people
who will work and enjoy the results of the work of those people. And we need
people who are willing to travel along and learn what the rest have to teach as we
all travel along in this world. In other words, the world needs each of us.

As Christians we try to be those who do the will of God in this world. As we
have talents, those things we do will be different for each of us. God has also
given us interests and ability to work in different areas. Now we need to keep in
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get done.

We are moving toward the future. Some of us will move willingly and with
great flair. Others of us will move more slowly and some will move only
reluctantly. But we will move together. Let us pray that God will keep our hearts
and our minds open to his love so that we will be in step with his mission ¢ not
only in the present, but in the gift of the future.

THR

-- Week of June 3, 2007
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