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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

Move . . . Mission 

 

 LǘΩǎ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ς the day we hear the lesson with all the strange 

ƴŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƎǳŜǎǘ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

places are ς ƻǊ ǿŜǊŜΦ  aƻǎǘ ƭŀȅ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘo read today.  Most pastors 

are happy to let the lay readers read today! 

 Besides that, it is confirmation Sunday.  This is the day for the Affirmation 

of Baptism, for each of us.  This is the day we affirm that our Baptism means 

something.  We need to recognize that we have been baptized INTO Christ.  We 

are a part of him and his mission, and today we affirm that this actually means 

something. 

 What does it mean to you?  Now, that is a question only you can answer.  

But in answering, each of us needs, also, to ask God what he has in mind for us.  

We need to know if we are heading in the right direction.  And once headed, we 

need to keep in touch so that our direction stays sure and right. 

 {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ ƻƴŎŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŜǘŎΦέ  IŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άǿƘŜƴ L ōŜcame 

ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘΣ ŜǘŎΦέ  bƻΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ άŜǘŎΦέ ǇŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ L ŀƳ 

trying to say, and not doing very well with it, is when we are young we have 

dreams and visions.  When we get older sometimes we look at those dreams and 

visions and Ŏŀǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀŘΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿŜ 

should be working at fulfilling them. We need to come to recognize that often the 

dreams and visions of childhood are right and true. 
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Childhood dreams and visions are often right and true because children are not 

ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ƻŦ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀŘŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

to our lives.  Children see the world and all the ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 

possible!  They believe that.  We need to listen and to learn. 

 Are you still holding on to those dreams and visions you had as a child?  Do 

you even remember what they were?  Think back.  Maybe, in reality, they were 

impossible.  But, on the other hand, maybe they only needed refinement! 

 As we add years, we not only add limits, but we also add knowledge.  We 

need to take that knowledge and help fill out the vision we had ς and maybe even 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  L Řƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴƻǿ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ 

possible when I was a child.  Just think of all the new and different things we can 

do just because of new inventions ς i.e., the computer.  So many of us have 

ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ IŀƭƭƳŀǊƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 

have been able to  express our greetings on a more personal manner.  Some of 

you have found that computers have opened a world to you that you never 

realized existed before.  We communicate more and possibly better. 

 There are advances in many fields.  It may be that in our older age we may 

well be able to begin to fill up that vision we had as a youngster and add meat to 

the general outline.  Our mission may very well move on.  And we may find out 

where those hard to name places really are!   
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