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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

  Another Revelation! 

 

  I discovered something that only a few other people know.  Pastor Jon has 

been with us for 10 years now.  I remember his first sermon.  He showed up early 

and preached.  No notes.  No little helps.  No manuscript.  I was impressed.   

 10 years later, there have still been no notes, but there have been a lot of 

helps.  Pastor Jon has helped us and many in this congregation have helped him 

lead and develop ministry in this growing community.  Very few people would be 

able to serve three churches in this length of time, and yet have the same 

congregation.  His first sermon in Clermont was in the building on highway 50.  

For a time the Word traveled out of the Citrus Tower.  Then we moved here.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ 

a congregation and for its leadership. 

 Fortunately, there has been incredibly good leadership over the years.  

Before Pastor Jon came, there were those who had the vision and the wisdom to 

purchase the land on which this building stands.  There were some who didƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ 

 Then the time to move came.  Well, it came a little sooner than we would 

have liked, so there was some discontent with that, as well.  Moves are always 

somewhat difficult for a family, and the bigger the family, the more stress.  The 

more familiar things which were left behind made us all sad, but with movement 

comes change ς both bad and good.  ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘέΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ 

the day when we will have a new building sitting to the west of us.  The vision is 
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there and the work still has to be done.  But with the vision there is also stress: 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΦ  

Some of us are more impatient.  Most of us are busy with ministry of one kind or 

another. 

 Now, with stress ς in the congregation and with the pastor ς sometimes 

comes an addition of a little ridge around the middle!  It certainly has happened 

to our pastor, but there are many of us who are contending with the same 

problem(s). Pastor Jon has taken the scale by the horns and done some good 

things which will help his health and keep him going for a little longer than might 

otherwise be the case.  He is holding up a good example for all of us. 

 His ministry is also a good example. We are blessed, both as a 

congregational family and as individuals.  Our ministry is to be a blessing to 

others.  As we celebrate the good 10 years we have spent ministering together, 

let us also give thanks for the leadership and example our pastor has given us.  10 

years is not a lifetime, but it has been a good time of growth. [ŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΗ 

 

HAPPY 10TH ANNIVERSARY PASOR JON. 
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