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Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

The Lamb Who Was Slain... 
Revelation! 

 

 I knew someone who once told a confirmation class that heaven was like 

Dairy Queen Land with chocolate rivers and ice cream mountains. When I asked 

why he did that he said, “That’s what kids like and heaven will include all the 

things we like.  If there are no golf courses in heaven, I don’t want to go!” 

 Now the last of this was said somewhat facetiously, and today I have to 

admit he has a point.  I don’t know all the fine points about heaven and I don’t 

expect I will until I get there, but I do know that the word “heaven” to me means 

a very comfortable and joyful place.  Heaven is a place with out sorrow and filled 

with joy.  And joy, for me, includes being with hundreds of people I have known 

and loved in my life, enjoying the company of some of the favorite animals who 

have been in our families, and generally, pulling together all the joys that have 

been – and adding joys without number, new, wonderful experiences given by the 

grace of God. 

 John’s visions often included music and angels and singing and rejoicing.  

We can easily come to the conclusion that John liked music!  For those who are 

less musically inclined, the vision might better include rivers and streams 

abounding with fish and for the youngsters there just may be mountains of ice 

cream!  God is the only one who knows and my “vision” tells me that he knows 

better than I do what I will need, enjoy, want, experience, etc., better than I do or 

ever will. 
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One thing I have discovered as I have been sharing these thoughts with you 

over the years in that I write with a lot of exclamation points!  Well, the book of 

John’s revelation is a book of exclamation points!  Everything is glorious, filled to 

overflowing with whatever it is he is telling us about.  That goes for his visions of 

heaven as well as his other descriptions as we will find as we continue on. 

 If you read the letters of John, you will find that they are filled with 

comments of love – for each other, for God and from God.  If we add that attitude 

into his visions, we find that he is trying to help us understand the great love God 

has for us – not only in promising us heavenly rewards but letting us know that 

those rewards have begun on this earth and the best we know and the best we 

envision will continue. 

 Today we live as we live because of the promise of God to us from the time 

of our baptism until now.  We are blest to be a blessing because of God’s 

goodness to us and because of our response to his love.  We give for the good of 

others because we are aware of how much God has already given us.  We have a 

bit of heaven on earth mixed in with the difficulties of life and the errors that our 

own sin and the sin of others inflict on us.  But in that mix is always the promise of 

heaven and the joys that wait us in their fullness. 

 What’s heaven like?  I really don’t know, but I trust! I read God’s promises 

and know that what I don’t understand will eventually be made clear.  One day I 

will be able to read John’s revelation and say “Oh yeah!” 
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