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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

Easter!!! 

 

 For me, that word should always be written large, in bold print with 

exclamation points!  Why?  Because this day brings together everything we, as 

Christians, believe. 

 For many people this is a day for new clothes, egg hunts, talks about 

bunnƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΦ  LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ 

sight of life itself.  To use the ancient phrase, we greet each other today by saying 

άIŜ ƛǎ wƛǎŜƴΗέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ άIŜ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΗέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƧƻƛŎƛƴƎ 

after the long season of Lent.   

 {ƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ άǊǳƴέ ōȅ ƻǳǊ 

clocks, but we still move with the sun.  Some of us even look at our calendars as 

ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚέ  

Is it late or early?  How do we arrive at this day and date each year anyhow? 

There are those who are proposing that it become celebrated on the same day 

each year, like the fourth Sunday of March.  Why not? 

 Other than Advent and Christmas, our entire church year is based on 

9ŀǎǘŜǊΧΦƘƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ ǊǳƴǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ [Ŝƴǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŜƴέ 

Sundays go until, finally, Advent brings us to another beginning.  I had always 

found the coming of Lent a surprise since it did come differently each year.  Then I 

finally found out how the ancients did it ---and why!  Are you ready for the 

άŦƻǊƳǳƭŀέΚ 
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Easter is celebrated each year on the first Sunday, after the first full moon after 

the vernal equinox.  So, it might come as early as March 21st or as late as April 24th  

(2011). But if you remember this, you will know more than a lot of people! 

 But the why.  This time was chosen in the same way that Passover is since 

Maundy Thursday is a time we remember Jesus remembering to observe the 

Passover.  There is some calendar reason why so often they are not celebrated at 

the same time every year, but I havenΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ȅŜǘΗ  ²Ŝ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

same moon, but different calendar structures is the closest I can come to it. 

 But, back to basics.  If the celebration of Easter is nothing but new clothes 

and the like for us, then we have missed the whole thing. We have missed the fact 

that not only does the Church Year move around the date of Easter, but our very 

lives move around Easter.  Without the promise of the resurrection central in our 

lives life is really without meaning.  Without Easter central in oǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

have much meaning.  Without Easter in our lives, there is very little point in living 

because we are loved by God. 

 But WITH Easter in our lives, there is joy yet to come.  Joy which is greater 

than anything we have yet known.  Joy to know that God cares about us and will 

hear us in our need and rejoice with us in our good times. 

 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ άIŀǇǇȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΦ  

IŜ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΗέ 
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