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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

 

 

Spiritual Integrity… 

Without Wasting Time…or Talent…or 

Energy…or……….. 

 

 άLΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ άŘƻέ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ƨƻōǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Lƴ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ς to serve 

communion, to visit the sick, to provide help on a very personal basis, to be a 

greeter or a hundred other pieces of ministry.   

 ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  bhb9 ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ άƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ άƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΦ  

bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ άƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŏhild of God.  But you know what?  God, 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ άƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέΦ  DƻŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊŀŎŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǎƻ 

that what we do in his name is multiplied beyond our imagination for the good of 

his children on earth. 

 On the other hand, there are those ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ άǎƭƻǘέ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ άƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ hY ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

skills are needed.  But if someone is doing some sort of ministry, we need to 

support that person, maybe even help them work up their courage to do a little 

ƳƻǊŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ Řƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ 

 Few of us realize how much is done in this congregation by a lot of 

ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ 

about the shawls and lap robes that have been blessed.  But  what about those 

who have faithfully made the coffee we drink each week, those who have filled 
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the candles with oil, those who made sure the kitchen gets cleaned up, those who 

make sure what we do makes it to the newspaper?  What about those who we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎh the difficult places in life, who are 

listening to the burdens others carry, who are those who are leaned on by others?  

What about those who consistently and faithfully are there, supporting the work 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘhem all and I suspect none 

of us do.  But we are certainly thankful for their ministry. 

 Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ άǎŜŜƴέ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ 

ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ƭŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ 

anyone else and may seem to be outside the ken of congregational ministry, but 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

us and use it for the expansion of his ministry in this world. 

 {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ 

members of the congregation. Ask them if they can see a use for what you do.  Fit 

that talent into your life as a gift to the community.  You may or may not be seen.  

Your gift may or may not seem to enhance ministry.  But whatever you do in the 

name of the Lord, will made HIS STORY come alive in the world.  Spiritual integrity 

means not wasting our talents but offering them to God in the name of Christ.  

Welcome to the world of the wonders of God. 
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