
 

Page | 1 

 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

   

 

Ignorance 

 

 ²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ȅƻǳΦ  wƛƎƘǘΗ  .ǳǘ ŀƭǎƻΣ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

excuse.  True!  Ignorance is bliss.  Sometimes!  See how many words you can make out of 

ignorance. I got 15.  You can beat that ς ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ignorant!  See the end of the article. 

 !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ 

will make them less ignorant about the world.  We teach them things that will keep them safe.  

In the first few years of our lives we do a major amount of learning that will guide us for a good 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 

 There are times, however, when ignorance, or the desire not to know something, can 

cause us more grief than anything.  There are those who are ignorant of the love of God.  Living 

ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦŜŀǊŦǳƭ ƻŦ άƎƘƻǎǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƘƻǳƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ƭŜƎƎŜŘ ōŜŀǎǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

thingǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ōǳƳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎŜŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻΥ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΣ 

together.  In this case there is strength in knowledge.  There is even joy in that knowledge and 

there is comfort in that knowledge. 

 We all are aware that ignorance can also give feelings of false courage.  We learn and 

ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά²9έ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ  

άǿŜέ ƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 

mind.  There are those who are fearful of things unseen, but there are also those whose minds 

ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ς but we often 

feel it and know its presence. Ignorance can be looking in the wrong places for the right things. 
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 So, how do we become un-ignorance and discover the power and love of God?  First, we 

sift through the writings of the ages of the people of God.   They are gathered in the Bible.  This 

is one of the reasons we have for doing so much Bible study.  If you know were to look, you will 

eventually learn.  Some of you seek out new knowledge of God often, everyday, reading, 

studying, cross-referencing, asking difficult questions and seeking answers.  Many pray 

constantly, taking God along in all the Řŀƛƭȅ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ άŎŀǎǳŀƭέΣ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 

will accept us, even with our laziness, and forgive our even correctable ignorance.  He will, but 

life would be a lot more comfortable if we walked with him each day! 

 But prayer.  Is it all words from us?  Is it all  our concerns and desires?  Is prayers lots of 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ άŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΚ  bƻΦ  

Prayer is also listening ς attempting to hear God speaking to us in the words of others or 

through the pushings of our conscience.  Pray aloud, but also listen intently.  Ignorance is only 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  LƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳƴƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

hear and learn. 
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