Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week

Full Blown Discipleship
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| like to think that we are very aware that what we are doing is building on
our faith. That what we are doing is recognizing the great gifts that God showers

on us. That we are recognizing that with those gifts comes the responsibility of
being good stewards.

¢2 06S | 3I22R &aGSe¢INR R2SayQi [fgl ea
money. Being a good steward means that we become aware of the gifts we have
and we realize that what we have is far more than what others in the world have.
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to reach their 5th birthday! We have good health, while others have no health
facilities available at all. We have a good educational system. We have many
ways to receive up to date C really up to the hour ¢ news of what it happening in
the world around us.
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available. We complain about our health-care system. We have so many who
drop out of school that it has created an economic problem in some areas. We
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what we can do to help change the situation.
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If we complain about the schools, do we have some time to go and volunteer ¢ to

read, to assist in the classroom, to tutor, to do a hundred things well-educated
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healthcare, and some of us spend time volunteering at hospitals and the like, but

how many of us are looking around our neighborhood to visit with those who are

lonely or afraid in this world that seems to be running too fast for them? We give

to the poor through our contributions at church, but are we willing to put our

time into assisting at the Ronald McDonald house, Anthony House or other
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be part of the crowd.

Blessed to be a blessing means that we are to take our faith and make it
work.. The book of James makes a big point of touching the need of faith to be
active in life. To give a hungry person a blessing and a witness to the love of Jesus
means nothing unless we also give them food and teach them how to cook!
Sometimes we criticize James for being too much on the doing side and not
enough on the faith side. | like to feel that he is on both sides, encouraging us to
be faithful in our lives, to live in this difficult world by being with those in need.

We are blessed and continue to be blessed by God. Even in our difficult
times, God is with us and walks with us. He holds us in his hands and lets us know
his touch of love through the touch of others. If we are to be a blessing to others,
we need to pass that touch of God on by living the faith we proclaim.
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