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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Terry’s Thoughts of the Week 

 

  

 

 

Intentions 

 

 ά¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

wisdom of that phrase.  We all have good intentions, but sometimes they hit the 

wall of intentions of someone else! 

 So often we try to do what we think another person would want ς but we 

fail to check in with them to see if what WE think is what THEY really want.  I 

intend to be nice to them, but I may very well be getǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΗ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

to think about life that way, but I also know it happens. 

 {ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΚ  Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ άŀŎǘ ƻǳǘέ ƻǳǊ 

lives of faith?  How do we let the world know that our faith is important even 

when we are gettƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

world?  How do we let our friends and neighbors know that our faith is important 

not only to us but to the world? 

 If you have the answers to all these questions, please see me as soon as 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΗ 

 Sometimes I think that the internet has let loose a lot of spiritual pap.  

Maybe pastors get more of it because people think we are not spiritual enough! 

or because they think we would like this stuff.  But it is pap ς ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ŦƻƻŘ ƻŦ 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǎƳΦ !ƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƎƛŎ ς άtŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΗέ  L suspect the intentions of 

people are good, but what it shows me is that somewhere along the way, the 
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Church in the world has failed in its intention to build and mature faith. I also 

wonder if some of those who send this stuff along are trying to assure me that 

under their non-attending church exterior, they are really very spiritual people.  I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴow their intentions. 

 But do they know my intentions?  Do I show people, by my life and my 

ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΚ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know that, either.  In fact, the further I go along in life, the less I am sure that 

what I do really does reflect the life God wants me to live and the mission God has 

for me in my retirement. But then I think most of us spend a good part of our lives 

seeking our mission of the moment! 

 I do have options.  The biggest option is prayer.  It is important that each 

day I wake up and put my day in the hands of God.  I may have good intentions, 

ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΗ  L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴέ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾed in what we 

are doing or what we want to do, we forget that God has a plan for us, too.  We 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

single moment of every single day. 

 LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦe as we walk the path.  But 

ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘΩ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 

ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΗ 
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