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‘ . . Unknown Identity z But KNOWN!

Expecting a child is a most wonderful time in the life of a family. We know
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We know there is the beginning of a wonderful human person being developed,
but it is not until after the birth that we count toes and fingers, peer into the eyes,

curl back the hair ¢ or not, depending on the child!t that we see a person really
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The Bible tells us that God has known us since the beginning ¢ since the
time when we were being developed. My mother was a knitter, sewer, and
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around the group which included a broad assortment of people, and said that just
as God said that he had knitted us together in the womb, my mother had knitted
this group together in her life. He was right.

So, for us, the developing child is an unknown, but to God that child is
already known. Then the reverse sort of happens. We come to know the person
and we bring that new person back to God and present the child for baptism ¢ for
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the beginning of life that will go on into eternity.

There are those who become very upset when they hear that a child dies as
an infant, without being baptized. There are those who disagree with other
Christians as to when Baptism should take place. We happen to be ones who
believe that God not only accepts us as wee babies, but that he wants us to come
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known us since he knit us in the womb! He is not going to abandon us as we
come out into this world.

None the less, Baptism is important. As one of my friends said at one time,
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meant that it really is essential for the full Christian life, but if, for some reason, a
person is not or cannot become baptized but is yet a believer, God is not about to
condemn them.
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when this grand event took place. But | am also told | talked through the whole
thing! Does that surprise anyone? Things happen during baptism times. We have
babies. They act like babies. And just like us, God loves them whether they laugh,
gurgle, cry, scream, have clean diapers or not, if they are hungry or content. They
are babies and they are his children the same, if not more so than our own
children.

This is the day we remember Jesus baptism. John the Baptizer has been an
important person during this Christmas season. He is the fore-runner, the one
who reminds us again and again the importance of this time.

We now begin the Epiphany season, the time of the spreading of the Word
throughout the world, signified by the coming of the wise men. It is time to
spread the Word. Rejoice!
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